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The Vine and the Branches
John 15:1-8
Key Text
Jn 15:1-8—“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so [d]prove to be My disciples.”
Background
· Thursday night of Passion Week.  They are transitioning from the upper room into the dark of the night headed out the east side of the city to the Mount of Olives (Lk 22:39).
· In our text, Jesus gives a word picture.  In summary, it’s about a vine, branches and fruit-bearing that proves someone is a true believer.  
Ex 3:14— God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
· Aseity—God is completely self-sufficient, having within Himself the sufficient reason for His own existence.
Jn 5:17—But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.
Jn 8:54—Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’
Jn 10:38—but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.  
· The 8 “I Am’s” in John’s Gospel: 
Jn 6:35— Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
Jn 6:51—I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.”
Jn 8:12—Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”
Jn10:9—I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.
Jn 10:11—I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Jn 11:25—Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.”
Jn 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
Jn 8:58— Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”
Jn 8:24—Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.
Jn 15:1—I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
· The passage does not talk about losing your salvation.  
Jn 10:27-30—My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
Jn 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 
Matt 26:24—The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 
Matt 7:21—Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 
4 Characteristics of Jesus’ Word Picture: 
1. The Vine is Christ, vv1, 5
A. Vine could represent lowliness; union and closeness (life flows through the vine); fruitfulness; dependence; belonging.
B. Corrupt Vine: Israel, Is 5:1-7
Ps 80:8-16—You removed a vine from Egypt; You drove out the nations and planted it. 9 You cleared the ground before it, And it took deep root and filled the land. 10 The mountains were covered with its shadow, And the cedars of God with its boughs. 11 It was sending out its branches to the sea And its shoots to the River. 12 Why have You broken down its [j]hedges, So that all who pass that way pick its fruit? 13 A boar from the forest eats it away And whatever moves in the field feeds on it. 14O God of hosts, turn again now, we beseech You; Look down from heaven and see, and take care of this vine, 15 Even the shoot which Your right hand has planted, And on the son whom You have strengthened for Yourself. 16 It is burned with fire, it is cut down.
Heb 8:2—a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man. 
Col 2:7—having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.
Rom 9:6—But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel.

2. The Vinedresser (Farmer who cares for the vine) is the Father
A. Jesus did the will of his Father.  And His Father cares for Him.
3. Two kinds of Branches, “every branch in Me (v.2)”
A. Connected and Fruit Bearing
B. Non-fruit Bearing and Cut Off
4. The Farmer is hard at work doing 2 things:  
A. Judging False Branches (Cutting them off)
B. Pruning the True Fruit–Bearing Branches
1. Every Christian has Fruit (cf. Eph 2:10; Matt 7:15-20; Rom 6:18-20)  
2. With a Knife, He Cuts Away Sin and Non-Producing Growth. 
C. He does that through sickness, hardship, loss of a job, loss of a friend or loved one, loss of material goods, loss of reputation. Failure, persecution; grief and disappointment.
2 Cor 12:10—Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
James 1:2-3—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
1 Peter 5:10—After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 
Heb 12:5-11—MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of [f]spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
D. 	The Knife is the Word of God, v. 3 
Heb 4:12—For  the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
1.	Trials are the handle of the knife  

2.	The blade is the Word of God

[bookmark: _GoBack]	3. 	The Father brings the trial; the blade is the Word of God 
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