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Women of Grace
Judges 13:1-25
3 features of Gracious Women
I. She chooses her King well
Judges 21:25—In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 
A. Different from the crowd 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. In contrast to those around her
Judges 13:1— Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, so that the LORD gave them into the hands of the Philistines forty years. 
2. In contrast to those unwilling to seek the Lord
3. In contrast to those who had no apparent desire for His salvation
Judges 15:11—Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you have done to us?”
Judges 13:2-3—…and his wife was barren and had borne no children. Then the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold now, you are barren and have borne no children…”
B. In the midst of sorrow and hardship 
II. She raises her children based on God’s standard
A. Because children are a gift from the Lord
Judges 13:3—but you shall conceive and give birth to a son. 
Judges 13:5—For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son…
Judges 13:7—But he said to me, “Behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son…”
Psalm 127:3—Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. 
B. Because the Lord’s way is best 
1 John 2:3—By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
Eph 5:15-16—Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
C. Because she longs for His purpose to be done
Judges 13:5—…and he shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.
D. Because she is faithful regardless of her children’s immediate response
III. She treasures her God through worship and trust
Judges 13:20—…When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground. 
A. Rightly fearing the Lord
B. Joyfully trusting Him 
Judges 13:23—But his wife said to him, “If the Lord had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have shown us all these things, nor would He have let us hear things like this at this time.” 
C. Ultimately pointing others to His provision
Luke 1:46-50—…My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.  For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; for behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and holy is His name. And his mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him. 
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