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God’s Provision for the Hopeless
Matthew 1:1-16; Ruth 1-4
Matthew 1:1-16—The record of the genealogy [direct connection to the Genesis genealogies] of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David (God promised him a son that would reign forever), the son of Abraham (God promised that Abraham’s seed would bless the world): 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 7…16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 
3 lessons from Ruth’s story 
I. Her background—A difficult beginning doesn’t have to end badly (it can be redeemed)
A. Her time
Ruth 1:1a—It came about in the days when the judges governed…
Judges 21:25—In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
Ruth 1:1b—…there was a famine in the land.
B. Her lineage
Ruth 1:4—  They took for themselves Moabite women as wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth.
Deuteronomy 23:3—No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the assembly of the Lord; none of their descendants, even to the tenth generation, shall ever enter the assembly of the Lord.
II. Her faith—She comes to the knowledge of the truth
	 A. Her moment of change
Ruth 1:16—Where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge.  Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.
“Naomi was trying to cover up; Orpah had given up, but Ruth was prepared to stand up!” – Warren Wiersbe
B. His hand of provision
III. Her Example—God blessed her by being merciful
A.  Matthew’s account of Ruth story is reminiscent of his own story
1. He was a hated tax collector
2. Jesus was to Matthew what Boaz was to Ruth—a redeemer
B.   God’s mercy extends further than we think
C. 	God’s mercy extends to others through His children 
Take-a-ways:
1. Do you know the mercies of God?
2. Have you believed by faith in God’s provision?
3. Is He your redeemer?
4. If so, are you growing in mercy toward others? How?
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]If these are not true, would you want to know? 
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