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Biblical Peacemaking
Philippians 4:1-9
Job 5:7—For man is born for trouble, as sparks fly upward. 
Acts 15:36-40—After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” Barnabas wanted to take John, called Mark, along with them also. But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus. But Paul chose Silas and left, being committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord. 
3 John 9-10—I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we say. For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 
Revelation 2:20—But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
Philippians 4:7—And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
3 steps in resolving conflicts well
I. Deal with today’s problems today

Philippians 4:1-3—Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

A. In the context of two truths 
Philippians 2:12–13—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
Philippians 4:9—The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
B. In a genuinely caring way
v.1—my beloved brethren…whom I long to see….my joy and my crown….my beloved	
v. 2— these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel…my fellow workers…whose names are in the book of life
C. In a way submissive to God given authority
1. With urgency, v2
parakalew–-the call alongside 
“The twice repeated phrase I urge…I urge shows Paul to be in a pleading, begging, encouraging mode as he addressed the issue of divisive women. The apostle’s mention of such a seemingly mundane matter after the lofty doctrinal material of chapter 2 and the warnings against dangerous fale teachers in chapter 3 may seem surprising. But Paul understood that discord and divisiveness pose an equally crippling threat to the church. Even if its doctrine is sound, disunity robs a church of its power and destroys its testimony. And a church facing hostile external enemies cannot afford to have its members fighting among themselves. Such infighting frequently gives the enemies of the Cross an avenue of attack. The resulting discord, disunity, and conflict could have devastated the integrity of the Philippian church’s testimony.” (John MacArthur, Commentary of Philippians, p. 270)
Hebrews 13:17—Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 
2. With the church’s help
a) As individuals (cf. Matthew 5, 18)
Romans 12:18—If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 
b) As concerned brother or sister
Romans 15:14—And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another. 
Galatians 6:1—Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 
c) As leaders of the church
Proverbs 10:8—The wise of heart will receive commands, but a babbling fool will be ruined. 
Proverbs 12:15—The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel. 
1 Corinthians 6:1-6—Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church? I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his brethren, but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? 
1 Peter 5:2—shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness.
James 3:1—Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment. 
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II. Believe that unparalleled peace is possible through Christ
Philippians 4:4-7—Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
A. Focus on the big picture

B. Let the small stuff go

1 Peter 4:8—Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.
C. Find your joy in Him
v. 1—stand firm in the Lord
v. 2—live in harmony in the Lord
v. 4—rejoice in the Lord
v. 5—the Lord is near
D. Replace anxiety 
1. with prayer and supplication
2. with thanksgiving
E. Trust in His guarding peace
III. Practice what you preach 
Philippians 4:8-9—Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
A. Think about Godly virtues 

B. Pray for wisdom and discernment

C. Follow Godly examples

D. God will be with you
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