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September 22, 2024
1 Peter: Joy in Spite of Suffering
1 Peter 1:6-7
Context
1 Peter 1:6-7—In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ
Throughout the Scriptures, there is a direct connection between salvation and a true joy that only comes from the Lord.  When we are made right and at peace with the Lord, there is great joy and great rejoicing!  Paul tells us: 
I Thessalonians 5:16—Rejoice always
That joy extends from the Lord Himself, to the angels, to the church, and certainly to the person who believes.  
Luke 15:10—In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
Psalm 43:3-4—O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; Let them bring me to Your holy hill And to Your dwelling places. 4 Then I will go to the altar of God, To God my exceeding joy; And upon the lyre I shall praise You, O God, my God.
Psalm 32:11—Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones;
And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.
Luke 2:10-11—But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
We additionally see the theme of salvation in Peter’s epistle three times in the first chapter (vv 5, 9, 10) but you also see joy.
1:6—In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various [c]trials, 
1:8—and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 


The cost of that reconciliation (and source of joy) was at great expense to God.  
Romans 5:11—And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.
Features of the Believer’s Joy
I. Comes because of our inheritance 
1 Peter 1:6a—In this you greatly rejoice…
A. In this…In what?
1. The wording harkens back to what he said in the prior passages (vv3-5) of the believer’s reserved and protected inheritance 
2. The inheritance is protected
3. The believer is protected 
“The Greek word for kept means “to build a fortress around. Within God’s garrison we are beyond all danger”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Richard W. DeHaan, Good News for Bad Times: 1 Peter, 24.] 

4. It will not be taken away
5. It is protected by God and reserved in heaven 
B. You greatly rejoice
1. The phrase is “an intense, expressive term that means to be supremely and abundantly happy—a happiness that is not tentative nor based on circumstances or superficial; feelings.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Peter, 41.] 

Matthew 5:12 (KJV)—Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven…
2. The word is always used in a spiritual sense and not a temporal one
3. It is usually in connection with our relationship to God
Luke 1:46-47—And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”
Acts 2:25-26—For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE;
4. Which is why we ought to refocus our life not based on the circumstances but on things above
Colossians 3:2-4—Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
5. Especially when the circumstances are extremely difficult
Hebrews 10:32-37—But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  
6. There is a hope yet to be revealed (v3)
Romans 5:1-2—Therefore, having been justified by faith, [a]we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
II. Proves our faith
1 Peter 1:6b-7a—… even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire
A. Even though now for a little while—for a season
1. Our great salvation explains the meaning of our suffering and trials. 
2. We are assured that we will profit from them, both in this world and the next.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  DeHanna, 25] 

3. The troubles they are experiencing are for a little while
i. They are passing
Psalm 30:5—For His anger is but for a moment, is favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.
Romans 8:18—For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us
2 Corinthians 4:17—For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison
B. If necessary
1. There is a “necessity” to them by virtue of serving a purpose
Job 5:6-7—“For affliction does not come from the dust, Nor does trouble sprout from the ground, 7 For man is born for trouble, As sparks fly upward.”
Acts 14:19-22—But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 20 But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”
2. God uses troubles to conform us into the image of His Son (Rom 8:28-29)
i. To humble us
ii. To detach us from earthly things
iii. To cause us to think of our eternal abode
iv. To value God’s blessings as opposed to life’s pain 
4:13—but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 
v. To help others
2 Cor 1:3-4—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
vi. To disciple us because of sin
1 Cor 11:30—For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 
vii. To help strengthen spiritual character[footnoteRef:5] [5:  MacArthur, pp42-43] 

2 Thes 1:4-6—therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 
James 1:2-4—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
5:10—After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 
C. Been distressed
1. Distress can take many forms
i. Emotional—sadness, sorrow, anxiety, disappointment, anguish
ii. Physical—physiological affects from emotional distress or literal physical affliction
iii. But distress has to be painful for it to have it’s greater results
Ps 34:19—Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
But the LORD delivers him out of them all.
78:34—When He killed them, then they sought Him,
And returned and searched diligently for God;
John 9:1-3—As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.
D. By various trial
1. Strongs G4164—(poikilos) “of divers colors, variegated”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Thayer’s Greek Lexicon] 

2. Troubles come in many different colors
3. God’s manifold grace matches each of those colors
4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace [G4164] of God. 
4. God’s sufficient grace is more than enough to cover any trial
1 Cor 10:13—No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
Summary: Nothing should therefore diminish the joy of the believer!
E. So that the proof of your faith
1. This is a purpose clause (So that…)
2. The purpose is proof of your faith
3. Proof (Strongs G1383)—the proving; that by which something is tried or proved, a test[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Ibid.] 

4. The word was used in reference to assaying of metals—process to determine the metal’s purity and true content/worth
5. By analogy, God tests the believer’s faith to reveal its genuineness[footnoteRef:8] [8:  MacArthur, 43] 

Job 23:10—“But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
6. To be clear, He does this not for His sake to know who is a true believer, but so that believers will gain joy and confidence in their proven faith
i. Consider Abraham on Mt Moriah offering his son Isaac (Gen 22:1-19)
ii. Consider how God tested the Israelites 
Ex 16:4—Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.”
Deut 8:2-3—You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3 He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.
iii. Consider the various types of soil in Jesus’ seed scattering analogy (Matt 13:3-9)
iv. Consider the testing of Job (Job 1:6-2:10)
F. More precious than God
1. Gold was the most precious and highly desired of all the metals
Ps 19:10—They [the testimony/commandments of the Lord] are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
2. It served as the basis for financial transactions (“The Gold Standard”)
G. Which is perishable
1. Gold can be purified; but it will perish
2. Proven faith on the other hand is eternal and therefore more precious than gold
H. Tested through Fire
1. Just as fire was the means to purify metals (Gold removing the dross), so sufferings and trials are used by God to separate “true faith from superficial professions”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Ibid, 44] 

III. The outcome is praise and glory and honor
1 Peter 1:7b—…may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ
The focus here is not on the honoring god (although we certainly will), but on his commendation of them.  God will grant these things to the believers at the coming of Christ.
A. Praise
1. We are to constantly and continually praise God
2. In so doing (and by our faithfulness), God will give praise to us in the life to come
1 Sam 2:26—Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the LORD and with men.
Psalm 41:11—By this I know that You are pleased with me, Because my enemy does not shout in triumph over me.
Prov 8:35—For he who finds me finds life And obtains favor from the LORD.
Matthew 25:21—His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
3. True faith and the corresponding works with it always are commended by the Lord
Romans 2:29—But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.
B. Glory
Romans 2:6-7, 10—who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
1. The glory that we will receive might best be related to Christlikeness
2. In a glorified state, God will endow every believer with conformity to the image of His son
1 John 3:2—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
C. Honor
1 Cor 3:10-15—According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
D. At the Revelation of Jesus Christ
1. Revelation (apokalypsis)— lit., "an uncovering, unveiling"[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words] 

2. Refers to the second coming of the Lord Jesus
1:13—Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Luke 12:35-37—“Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. 36 Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them.”
3. The validity of one’s faith is their faithful endurance of the trials
Conclusion
For the believer to not fully comprehend or even to “lose their joy” fails to realize the incredible resources the Lord provides for our present as well as the future blessings that our ours through faith.  
John 15:11—These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.

Homework: Memorize 1 Peter 1:1-9
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