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Opportunities for Growth
Acts 2:41-47

Mission
The mission of Bridgewater Community Church is to glorify God by winning people to Jesus Christ and equipping them to be more faithful disciples.

1 Corinthians 9:19-21—For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 

Purpose statement—“What is my goal in life?” 
1. My goal in life is to please God
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

2. I please God by being more like Jesus Christ
Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

3. God knows I will not be perfect, but He does expect that I will be growing
2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Cf. Ephesians 4:22-24

3 ways to help us seize growth opportunities
I. Be on mission
A. Do what God requires
Acts 2:41—So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 
Matthew 28:18-20—And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Acts 1:8—but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
B. God brings about growth
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 2:41—So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.
cf. Matthew 25:14-30 [Parable of the three servants]
C. How are you planning to be “On Mission” in the coming year? 
Matthew 4:18-19—Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Zechariah 7:4-6—Then the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, “Say to all the people of the land and to the priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months these seventy years, was it actually for Me that you fasted? When you eat and drink, do you not eat for yourselves and do you not drink for yourselves?’”
Zechariah 7:12—They made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the law and the words which the Lord of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets; therefore great wrath came from the Lord of hosts. 
Ezekiel 36:25-27—Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 

II. Be intentional 
A. By being devoted to the scriptures
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching…
B. By being devoted to fellowship
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship…
Acts 2:46—Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart
C. By being devoted to pray for one another
Acts 2:42—They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
D. By being awed by the power of God
Acts 2:43—Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 
E. By being hospitable and sharing 
Acts 2:44-46—And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart
Zechariah 7:9-10—Thus has the Lord of hosts said, “Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each to his brother; and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.”
III. Be steady
A. By being diligent and faithful
v. 42—…they were continually devoting themselves…
v. 43—Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe…
v. 46—…day after day continuing with one mind…
v. 47—And the Lord was adding to their number day by day…
1 Corinthians 4:2—Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. (ESV)
B. The power of faithfulness
Acts 2:47—Praising God and having favor with all the people…
Zechariah 8:20-23—Thus says the Lord of hosts, “It will yet be that peoples will come, even the inhabitants of many cities. The inhabitants of one will go to another, saying, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts; I will also go.’ So many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the Lord.” Thus says the Lord of hosts, “In those days ten men from all the nations will grasp the garment of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’” 
Luke 16:10—He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.
Luke 12:42-44—And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them their rations at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 44 Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.
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