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[bookmark: _GoBack] Why are We Here, Where are We Going, and How Do You Fit In? 

Introduction—The mission of Bridgewater Community Church is to glorify God by winning people to Jesus Christ and equipping them to be more faithful disciples. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 ‐ Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
Matthew 28:19‐20 ‐ Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen. 
Acts 1:8 ‐ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
1 Corinthians 9:19‐24 ‐ For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 
Matthew 5:16 ‐ Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
Matthew 28:19‐20 ‐ …teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you… 
Ephesians 4:12‐13 ‐ for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

3 foundational principles about the hope available in Christ: 

I. Hope Comes From Being Part of a Unified Family – vv. 15:1‐6 

A. The background of this passage 
1. Sin – 1:18‐3:20 
2. Salvation – 3:21‐5 
3. Sanctification – 6‐ 8 
4. Sovereignty – 9‐11 
5. Service – 12‐15 

Romans 5:1‐2 ‐ Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

B. Life is not about pleasing ourselves 

C. We can/must seek to be part of the spiritual development of our neighbors 
Romans 15:2 ‐ Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification. 

D. What ties our church family together, in part, is our commitment to Scripture 
Romans 15:4 ‐ For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
15:5 ‐ to be of the same mind with one another… 
15:6 ‐ with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. Hope is a Commodity that Ought to be Shared with Others – vv. 15:7‐12 
Romans 15:7 ‐ Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 

A. Learn to major on the majors 
Romans 15:8‐9 ‐ For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy… 

B. Understand that what we are involved in is part of God’s eternal plan 

C. A central part of our/your mission should be seeing others find their hope in Christ 
v. 12 – In Him the Gentiles hope. 
1 Peter 3:15 ‐ but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 
Psalm 62:5 ‐ For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. 

III. Hope is Available from an All Sufficient Source – 5:13 

A. What a great name for God 

B. He wants you to be full and abounding with hope 
C. The power of the Holy Spirit is available to help you accomplish this goal
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