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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 8
John 17:24-26
Context
In this final portion of Jesus’ prayer for His own is that they would be with Him in heaven.  For every person who is redeemed by the blood of Christ, they will one day be with Christ for all of eternity.  It is fitting that the last portion of His prayer be that His disciples be with Him in glory.  What greater end could there be for any person? 
Although we have some sense of what heaven entails from the pages of Scripture, I wonder how much time we actually ponder its incredible blessing.  We tend to live our lives so focused on the here and now that it becomes difficult for us to experience real anticipation for heaven.
Psalm 16:11—You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.
Colossians 3:1—Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Philippians 1:23—But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;
2 Corinthians 5:8—we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
As followers of Jesus, our ongoing desire should be living in the full anticipation of heaven. It is where our Father is, where kindred brothers who have died are, and where our citizenship and inheritance lie. 
Matthew 6:9—Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name…’
Luke 10:20—Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 5:11-12—Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Hebrews 2:10—For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 
What has to be the most glorious reality of heaven is that our Savior is there.  He is the pearl of greatest price. He is the glory of heaven.  
Matthew 13:45-46—Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Acts 7:55—But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God;
Romans 8:34—who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
Hebrews 1:3—And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high
1 Peter 3:22—who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.
John 14:1-3—Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 

Jesus prays to get us to heaven 
The prayer for believers to be with Him
John 17:24a—Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am
Jesus wants the Father’s elect to be with Him
The believer is the object of the gift from the Father
There is nothing inherently worthy within mankind that would warrant such “worthiness”
1 Corinthians 1:26-29—For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God
Ephesians 2:1-3—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
Ephesians 2:12—remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
This is not only a request, but a desire
It is not difficult to understand believers wanting to be with Him; but it staggers the imagination to realize that He wants them to be with Him.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 299] 

The reason for the affection and sincere desire is because we are a love gift from the Father
That makes all the difference
Believers are caught up in a love between Father and Son 
How many times has He made reference to believers as “those whom You have given Me?”
It is an affectionate term
(Cf. 2, 6, 9, 6:37, 39; 10:29; 18:9)
The church is His betrothed (His beloved) waiting for the great wedding feast
His request is that they “be with Me where I am”
He is in eternal heaven
The request is for eternal fellowship with Him
He is asking that the elect ones from eternity past will be with Him—a consistent prayer with the Father’s plan
He is praying for them into heaven—His atoning work along with His mediatorial work brings many sons to glory
Christ is looking beyond the ministry of these men to all those who belong to Him
Interesting: He speaks of future events in the present tense, as if they had already happened (Cf v11)
What makes heaven heaven is not the splendor of its beauty (Rev 21), but the presence of the Lamb
We will not see the Father nor the Spirit (Jn 1:18; 1 Tim 1:17)
We will see the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
2 Corinthians 4:6—For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
Psalm 23:6—Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
We will experience perfect, unhindered, unadulterated fellowship with the eternal God along with all the saints forever and ever
The prayer for believers to see His glory
John 17:24b—…so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 
Jesus is asking the Father that His own might see His glory
John 1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Philippians 2:5-8—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
In heaven, we will see Him fully
1 John 3:2—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
1 Corinthians 13:12—For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known. 
We will not only see His glory, but share it
Philippians 3:20—For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ
17:22—The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one
For all of eternity, as we gaze at His glory, we will sing
Revelation 5:12-13—saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.”
Believers also share His glory through the indwelling Holy Spirit
17:23, 26—I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me…. and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”
14:20, 23—In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. … Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 
In the incarnation, His glory was partially veiled.  His full glory will shine in heaven (cf v5)
All of the blessings that we will share flow through the Father’s love for the Son—before the foundation of the world
John 1:1—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Ephesians 1:4—just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love
Matthew 25:34—Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
The prayer is that believers might know the fullness of His love
John 17:25-26—O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
Righteous Father
v11—I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 
Revelation 15:3—And they *sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!
He is righteous in all His ways
Psalm 145:17—The LORD is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.
He is righteous in His Word
Psalm 119:123—My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation And for Your righteous word.
An unrighteous world does not know God
v9—I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours;
His prayer is not for the world
They have no right to the Father’s blessings nor the Son’s intercession
John 3:18—He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
John 3:36—[JTB] He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.
Jesus knows the Father
He has always known the Father—from eternity past
He has made the Father known to these men
Luke 19:10—For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
John 17:3—This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
He makes the Father known 
at salvation
continues to do so through sanctification 
ultimately into His presence through glorification
He does it by praying for believers throughout the journey
The goal is that believers might know the fullness of love the Father has for the Son
Ephesians 3:19—and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Romans 5:5—and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
John 14:23—Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 
Conclusion
This staggering prayer for believers is summed up with these words:

1. Preservation, v11—Holy Father, keep them in Your name
2. Joyful, v13—so that they may have My joy made full in themselves
3. Protection, v15—keep them from the evil one
4. Sanctification, v17—Sanctify them in the truth
5. Oneness, v21—that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us
6. Association, v24—Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, 
7. Glorification, v24—so that they may see My glory which You have given Me

All of this is predicated on two things: His love and His glory.  Both of which we will absolutely be staggered by when He gets us to heaven.  
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