[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
 January10, 2021
[image: just Faith]
The Just Shall Live by Faith
Romans 1:1-17
Paul’s primary purpose in writing Romans was to teach the great truths of the gospel of grace to believers who had never received apostolic instruction.   He hoped to edify the believers (1:11); to preach the gospel (1:15); and to get to know the Roman Christians, so they could encourage him 1:12), better pray for him (15:30), and help him with his planned ministry in Spain (15:28).  Unlike some of Paul’s other epistles (i.e.1,2 Cor, Gal), his purpose for writing was not to correct aberrant theology or rebuke ungodly living.  The Roman church was doctrinally sound, but, like all churches, it was in need of the rich doctrinal and practical instruction this letter provides.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The MacArthur Study Bible ] 

The gospel changes people.  Paul identifies how it impacted different people in the opening passages of the epistle.  Consider who it influenced: 
I. Paul Himself
A. He received grace
v. 1—…a bond-servant of Jesus Christ…
v. 5—Through whom we have received grace…
Acts 6:8—And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 
Acts 7:58-60—When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul. They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep. 
Acts 8:1-3—Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison. 
1 Timothy 1:12-17—I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
B. He was an apostle 
1. Preaching a gospel message
v. 1—…called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God…
v. 5—…through whom we have received grace and apostleship…
v. 9—For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you…
v. 14—I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 
John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
2 Corinthians 5:20—Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
2. God fulfilling prophecy 
Romans 1:2-3—which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh
3. Confirmed with power by the resurrection
Romans 1:4—…who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord…
II. Saints in Rome
Romans 1:5-6—Through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake, among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;
Romans 1:7—To all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
A. They demonstrated faith

B. They were a diverse lot
Romans 1:5—…among all the Gentiles…
Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
C. They had commendable faith 
Romans 1:8—First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. 
D. They were mutually encouraging one another
Romans 1:11-12—For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine. 
E. They were a fruitful bunch
Romans 1:13—I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 
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III. Saints then and now  
A. Eager
Romans 1:15—So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
B. Not ashamed
Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
C. Living righteously by faith
Romans 1:17—For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written: “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL LIVE BY FAITH.”
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