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The Growth of the Church
Acts 3:1-4:4

Christ is building His Church
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 16:18—I also say to you that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 
You and I have the opportunity to be part of it
Matthew 4:18-19—Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And He *said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
3 principles to implement as we participate
I. Seek opportunities to be used
Acts 2:41—So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 
Acts 4:4—But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. 
A. Dire circumstances
Acts 3:2—And a man who had been lame from his mother’s womb was being carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple. 
Crippled from birth, his case was hopeless; his affliction was not one the doctors of his day could cure. The imperfect tense of the verb translated was being carried along, together with the phrase set down every day indicates it was his daily routine to beg at that location.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Acts 1-12, p. 99] 

B. Proper gaze
Acts 3:4—But Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze on him…
Luke 10:33—But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion…
Acts 1:10—And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 
II. God does the work
A. Peter speaks in the name of Jesus
Acts 3:6—But Peter said, “I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!”
Ephesians 3:20-21—Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 
B. Peter acting in conjunction with his words
Acts 3:7a—And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up…
John 11:43-44—When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus *said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
C. God does the miraculous 
Acts 3:7b-8—…and immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened. With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 
1. to confirm the word
John 10:37-38—If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.
2. to replicate the power through others
John 14:12—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. 
D. The result was a testimony to the people
Acts 3:9-10—And all the people saw him walking and praising God; and they were taking note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
Acts 4:16—[Jewish leaders] saying, “What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.
Acts 2:22—Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know
1 Peter 3:15—but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence…
III. God sets the stage, you preach
As He had for Peter’s first sermon on the Day of Pentecost, God provided the introduction…The stage was set for Peter to preach Christ.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 102] 

Acts 3:11—While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them at the so-called portico of Solomon, full of amazement. 
A. You’re not the center attraction
Acts 3:12-13, 16—But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus…And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all. 
Acts 3:6—…In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!” 
B. Preach the whole gospel—including their problem
Acts 3:14-15—But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 
C. The call to action
Acts 3:19—Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord…
D. Rejoice in the remedy 
v. 14—the Holy and Righteous One
v. 15—the Prince of Life
v. 18—His Christ (who) would suffer
v. 22—A prophet
v. 26—raised up His servant
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