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Relating the Gospel
 Romans 1-4	
2019 Theme: Build Carefully 
1 Corinthians 3:10-15—According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
3 ways to identify how to relate the gospel to your audience
I. Know the views that oppose the gospel
A. Irreligion 
1. AKA:
a. Antinomianism (against law)
b. Relativism
Romans 1:18—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness
2. Described here as (Romans 1:18-32): 
a. 1:18-20—suppressing the truth of God which He made evident to them

b.  1:21a—Refusing to honor Him as God or be thankful 
c.  1:21b-22—While professing to be wise, became foolish in their speculations and darkening heart 
d. 1:23, 25—Exchanged the worship of the true God for false idols
e. 1:24-27—Used their hearts and bodies for impurity and dishonor 
f. 1:31—Were given over to depraved minds and disobedient lives 
g. 1:32—Gave hearty approval to those who chose a similar path 
B. Religion
1. AKA:
a. legalism	
b. moralism
2. Described here as (Romans 2:1-29; 3:1-20):
a. 2:1-23—Judgmentalism
b. 2:4-16—Lacking genuine repentance
c. 2:17-29—Relying on their own attempts to keep selective portions of the law
d. 3:1-20—Under sin equally to the Gentiles
“The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely – a third way of relating to God through grace.  Because of this, we minister in a uniquely different way that avoids the errors of either extreme and faithfully communicates the sharpness of the gospel.” (Tim Keller, Center Church, p. 27)
C. Application 
1. Are you sure that you are not building your life and eternal destiny on one of these two possible wrong foundations?
2. As a Christian, are you sure that you are not building on the foundation of Christ with one or both of these opponents of the gospel?
II. See the views as demonstrated in Scripture
A. Luke 7:36-19—Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 And there was a woman in the city who was a [b]sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.”
B. Luke 18:9-17—And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be [a]merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”15 And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. 16 But Jesus called for them, saying, “Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.”
III. Apply gospel change to the views
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. Personal internal change 
B. Practical external change
C. Ministry change
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