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The Betrayal of Jesus
John 18:1-11
Context
At the conclusion of Jesus’ high priestly prayer, He went forth with His disciples to the Mount of Olives.  It was there that Judas will betray the Son of Man with a kiss.   As John writes this account, he wants the reader to understand that Jesus was no victim of these events nor of the subsequent death that will come.  Jesus intentionally walks directly toward what will transpire as a direct act of obedience to the will of His Father.
John 10:17-18—For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
Isaiah 53:6—All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
Acts 2:23—this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 
Acts 3:18—But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 
Matthew 26:24—The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.
Luke 22:22—For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!”
There was never a time where Jesus was not fully in control.  Far from being an accident or the subject of misfortune, Jesus’ very life and incarnation was always moving toward the atonement for sinful humanity.
John 12:27—“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 
Matthew 16:21—From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.
Luke 24:6-7, 26—He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.”…  Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”
The bulk of the gospel writings are devoted to the passion of Christ.  They are focusing on the last week of His life where He will be the propitiation for our sins.  The unfolding of the events and the response of Christ to them, only prove to demonstrate His resolve and obedience in fulfilling the plan and purposes of His Father.
The betrayal and arrest
Jesus’ fearless determination
John 18:1-4a—When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples over the ravine of the Kidron, where there was a garden, in which He entered with His disciples. 2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him, knew the place, for Jesus had often met there with His disciples. 3 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, *came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 So Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth… 
He had spoken these words… 
The entirety of the Thursday night words
Those recorded in chapters 13-17
They went forth over the ravine to a garden
They had already left the upper room
They were walking through Jerusalem now headed to the garden
The same ravine that David cross fleeing Jerusalem after Absalom’s rebellion
2 Samuel 15:23—While all the country was weeping with a loud voice, all the people passed over. The king also passed over the brook Kidron, and all the people passed over toward the way of the wilderness.
(1 Kings 15:13; 2 Kings 23:4-12; 2 Chron 29:16; 30:14)
Mount of Olives where there were olive orchards
In it, there were gardens
Garden of Gethsemane—“oil press”
Matthew 26:36—Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
It was a well-known spot for Jesus and His disciples—very familiar
Luke 22:39—And He came out and proceeded as was His custom to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples also followed Him.
It was the location of the Olivet Discourse (Matt 24:3)
It was the place that Jesus had spent all the rest of the nights of passion week 
Luke 21:37—Now during the day He was teaching in the temple, but at evening He would go out and spend the night on the mount that is called Olivet.
It was secluded
It would be where Judas would have known Him to be
God sovereignly orchestrating all of the details to accomplish His will
Jesus, knowing all of it, does not run or avoid going there
He purposefully and intentionally goes there 
Previously, the religious leaders tried to seize Him (John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20)
His hour earlier had not come; it had now come
Luke 22:53—“While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”
They were fearful of an insurrection by the crowd—many of whom hailed Him days before as their Messiah
Matthew 26:4-5—and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him. 5 But they were saying, “Not during the festival, otherwise a riot might occur among the people.”
Judas had several days earlier made arrangements to betray Him and this night (13:27) was dismissed to make the deal final
The large crowd of Roman cohort and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees makes their way to the garden
Matthew 26:47—While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of the people.
Roman cohort—600-1000 men; maniple would have been closer to 200 men
It did have a commanding officer (v12)
There was great concern that His arrest could set off a riot
Chief priests/temple police were also present and the ones who actually made the arrest
Luke 22:52a—Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders who had come against Him…
John 7:32—The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him.
They have lanterns, touches and weapons to take Jesus
The details are remarkable
There would be no need for lights to find their way because it was a full moon (since it was Passover) 
They must have thought that Jesus would attempt to flee and therefore to search for Him in the countryside
No such reason for concern
Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him went forth and met them
He knows what’s coming
He walks toward them; not running/fleeing/cowardly
He is all knowing 
He is in complete mastery of the situation[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, 307] 

John 10:17-18—For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
Jesus is betrayed with an embrace and kiss
In that culture, it would have been a sign of deep homage and love of a friend
The depth of Judas’ treachery is the worst off all kinds
	Mark 14:44—Now he who was betraying Him had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him and lead Him away under guard.” 
Matthew 26:49-50—Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50 And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.
Jesus’ absolute power
John 18:4b-6—…and *said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He *said to them, “I am He.” And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing with them. 6 So when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
Jesus, in control, asks them the question
Always in control, He initiates the conversation
He forces them to give a clear mandate on their orders
They respond (likely the leaders), Jesus the Nazarene
His response: I AM
Exodus 3:14—God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
John 8:24, 28, 58—Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” … So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me…. Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” 
Judas was standing there too
Why is that significant? Why did John include it?
Because before you know the response of Jesus’ words to them, you know that Judas had the outcome as the rest
They all fall to the ground!
Judas (Satan filled) had no power over Jesus
John 19:11—Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 
They do not fall on their own accord;  they were jolted there, v6—they drew back and fell to the ground.
Jesus simply speaks His name—the name of God—and the enemy has no power
Jesus is no victim!
Never underestimate the power of the Word of God.  The power of His spoken word is beyond imagination
He speaks creation into existence (Gen 1:3, 6, 9,11,14, 20, 24, 26)
He speaks judgment against Satan and mankind (Gen 3:14-19)
He speaks judgment of rebellious Israelites and they die in the wilderness (Num 26:65)
He speaks of the judgment on Israel for 70 years (2 Chron 36:21)
He will pour out judgment on his enemies “with the sword of His mouth” (Rev 19:21)
The One who spoke everything into existence and has spoken definitely in His Word, will speak again in coming judgment on the nations. 
Jesus’ proven love
John 18:7-9—Therefore He again asked them, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He; so if you seek Me, let these go their way,” 9 to fulfill the word which He spoke, “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one.” 
He asks them again a second time
This forces them to acknowledge they are only to arrest Him
It works toward keeping His own from being arrested and dealing with issues they weren’t ready to address
As the good Shepherd, He is caring for His own
John 10:12-14—He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me
Additionally, this action fulfills prophecy
John 6:37-40—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”
The implication: their faith may well have failed
Can faith fail?
Not if it’s genuine because the Lord will not allow it to be so
His promise is that we will never be allowed to be tempted beyond our ability to endure
1 Corinthians 10:13—No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
Our eternal security does not rest in us; It rests in Him (Rom 8:35-39; Heb 7:25; 1 Jn 2:1-2)

A Mighty Fortress is our God:
Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name
From age to age the same; 
And He must win the battle. 
Clear evidence of that promise is seen here
Jesus is asking the Father that His own might see His glory


Jesus’ tenacious resolve
John 18:10-11—Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus. 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?”
The Apostles response
Luke 22:49—When those who were around Him saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 
They just witnessed the power of Jesus
The impulsive nature of Peter to “take matters into his own hands”
Peter takes a short sword or dagger and determines to act
How many times are we just as impulsive?
Malchus’ ear was cut off
Only John mentions his name
Peter was likely going for his head but only got the ear
Peter’s actions were directly working against what the Lord was trying to avoid
Jesus wanted them released
Peter’s actions would get them arrested or killed
How many times do our actions work counter to the Lord’s will?
Jesus’ response de-escalates the situation
Peter, STOP!  No more of this.
Luke 22:51—But Jesus answered and said, “Stop! No more of this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.
Peter, put it away, v11
Matthew 26:52—Then Jesus *said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 
Capital punishment is in effect (Gen 9:65; Ex 21:12; Rom 13:4)
He did not need a human army to protect Him
John 18:36—Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.”
Matthew 26:53—Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?
We see a further display of Jesus’ power with the healing 
Luke 22:51b—…and He touched his ear and healed him. 
What should be the normal response to seeing a miracle?
And hear this, Jesus created a new ear
Instead, they arrest Him, Why?
Blinded by their sin (Jn 9:41)
Hard hearted (Matt 13:15; 1 Cor 2:14)
Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers (2 Cor 4:4)
John 12:37—But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.
Although they knew Him to be the Christ, they did not understand (nor want to believe) that the cross was necessary
Matthew 16:16-17, 21-23—Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven…21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”
The cup was His alone to drink
Cup of divine judgment
Isaiah 51:17—Rouse yourself! Rouse yourself! Arise, O Jerusalem, You who have drunk from the LORD’S hand the cup of His anger; The chalice of reeling you have drained to the dregs.
Jeremiah 25:15—For thus the LORD, the God of Israel, says to me, “Take this cup of the wine of wrath from My hand and cause all the nations to whom I send you to drink it. 
Matthew 26:39—And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.”
Conclusion
How grateful we are that the Son was set on doing the will of His Father.  In so doing, we see His determination, absolute power, proven love, and tenacious resolve.  Through His person and work, we now have access to the Father.  We have the forgiveness of our sins and the complete righteousness of Christ imputed to our account.  PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME!

2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
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