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Biblical Sexual Morality
1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

Context
We live in a day and time when sexual sin is becoming acceptable behavior—even advocated.  That is nothing new.  It was common in the first century and during the time of the apostle Paul.  Sexual sins were not only common, they were acceptable—even advocated (Romans 1).  In many ways, we’re back to those days.  When the church era started, people came from a pagan culture.  They did not grow up in a “Christian home.” They were saved out of a very perverse world but only knew that culture and “acceptable” standard.  Our focus is not judging unbelievers; it is purifying the church. 

1 Corinthians 5:12—For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11—Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
Believers and the church are to have an impact on a no-shame culture and change it by bringing biblical standards of morality to bear.  We are to be holy as He is holy (1 Peter 1:16). Living a sanctified life will inherently bring conviction.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8—For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

3 things that help us gain victory over sexual sin
I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Self-Control
v.4—that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 
Possess—to gain control of, to gain the mastery over
I Corinthians 6:19-20—Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
1 Corinthians 9:27—but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.
1 Corinthians 6:12-13—All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.
A. How do we do that well?  

Positively—by doing what you should do (feeding the inner man)
1. You MUST be in God’s word 
2. You MUST win the battle on the inside before you ever win outside
3. Stay away from temptations that cause you to sin; avoid those things that pander to a lack of self-control; DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE! (Proverbs 2, 5, 7)
4. Walk in the Spirit (Eph 4); be Filled (energized) with the Spirit (Eph 5)
5. Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly (Col 3:16)
6. Cultivate a love for Christ 
Matthew 22:37-40—And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 40 On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
John 14:15—If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
B. How do we do that poorly?
Negatively—by NOT doing what you shouldn’t do (feeding the flesh)
James 1:14-18—But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.
DESIRE DECEPTION DESIGN  DISOBEDIENCE  DEATH
1. Starving what feeds ungodly desires	
2. Living to fulfill your own desires 
3. Living lives of ambiguity
4. Not knowing the truth and being easily deceived—lacking discernment
5. Not discerning the times
6. Capitulating with the world 
7. Not being serious about sin
8. Not understanding your sanctification
9. Don’t ever train yourself to be indifferent toward Scripture
10. Don’t train yourself to be disobedient
11. Not seriously caring if your testimony brings Him shame 
C. God gives us 2 warning systems
1. Pain—a gift of God to prevent us from destroying ourselves 
2. Conscience—a gift of God to react to a warning of an informed conscience. It accuses or excuses. 
a. It must be correctly informed
b. It must be correctly responded to (pay attention)
c. It is possible to sear your conscience
1 Timothy 4:1-2—But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron
Isaiah 5:18-21—Woe to those who drag iniquity with the cords of falsehood, And sin as if with cart ropes; 19 Who say, “Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we may see it; And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near And come to pass, that we may know it!” 20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes And clever in their own sight!
II. Do not act like unbelievers 

1 Thessalonians 4:5—not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God
Ephesians 5:3-5—But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11—[noted above]

Hebrews 13:4—Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

Leviticus 18:22—You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.

Galatians 5:19-21—Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

1John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
III. Do not take advantage of others
1 Thessalonians 4:6—and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.
Defraud—means to selfishly, greedily gain something at another’s expense
Matthew 18:6-7—but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!
Closing biblical admonitions 
James 5:16—Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
Galatians 6:1-2—Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.
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