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God’s Wrath on the Unrighteous
Romans 1:18-32
3 ways God’s wrath is poured out
I. God’s wrath is against all ungodliness and suppressors of truth (1:18-21)
A. God’s wrath is revealed and ongoing
Romans 1:18—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness
Romans 4:15—for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation.
Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
Orgē (wrath) refers to a settled, determined indignation, not to the momentary, emotional, and often uncontrolled anger (thumos) to which human beings are prone. God’s attributes are balanced in divine perfection. If He had no righteous anger and wrath, He would not be God, just as surely as He would not be God without His gracious love. He perfectly hates just as He perfectly loves, perfectly loving righteousness and perfectly hating evil (Psalm 45:7; Hebrews 1:9). One of the great tragedies of modern Christianity, including much of evangelicalism, is the failure to preach and teach the wrath of God and the condemnation it brings upon all with unforgiven sin. The truncated, sentimental gospel that is frequently presented today falls far short of the gospel that Jesus and the apostle Paul proclaimed.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur Jr. 1991, Romans, Vol. 1, p. 60, Chicago: Moody Press] 

B. Everyone is without excuse
Romans 1:19-20—because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
Psalm 19:1-4—The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard. Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of the world.
C. General revelation reveals
1. The power of God, v 20
2. The nature of God, v 20
D. Our response to that which God has revealed
1. Responding well
a. Honor Him as God, v 21
b. Give Him thanks, v 21
Psalm 139:13-14—For You created my innermost parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well. 
2. Responding poorly
a. Became futile in their reasoning, v 21
b. Their senseless hearts were darkened, v 21
II. God allows sinful responses to bear unrighteous consequences
A. People will exchange the truth for falsehood, v 25
B. People will worship the creation rather than the Creator, v 25
C. Exchange the acknowledgement of God for the rejection of God, vv 26-28
1. Women exchanged natural relations 
2. Males with males committing shameful acts
Leviticus 18:22—You shall not sleep with a male as one sleeps with a female; it is an abomination.
1 Corinthians 6:9-10—Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor those habitually drunk, nor verbal abusers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
D. The consequence:
1. God gives them over to degrading passions, v 24
Romans 1:24—Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 
2. They also approve of those who practice them, v 32
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10—For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. 
III. God’s wrath culminates with the eternal separation from Him 
Romans 1:32—...and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
A. Worthy of death, v32
B. The wickedness of hearty approve, v 32
C. God’s holy wrath poured out at the day of judgment
John 3:36—He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. 
Revelation 20:11-15—Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them; and they were judged, each one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
D. God’s forgiveness extends to those who are washed
1 Corinthians 6:11—…Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
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