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Persecuted Yet Many Believed
Acts 4:5-37
3 ways we endure during persecution
I. It starts with salvation

Acts 4:7—When they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire, “By what power, or in what name, have you done this?”

· A name represented authority.  And their questioning implied they were rebels.  
· They were not asking for additional information but looking for a cause to condemn. 
· It provided an opportunity to preach.

A. Being filled with the Holy Spirit
Acts 4:8— Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of the people,
Acts 2:4—And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.
Luke 12:11-12—When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.
Colossians 3:16—Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Ephesians 5:18—And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit
1 Peter 3:15—but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.
B. Pointing to the person and work of Jesus
Acts 4:12—And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.
John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Peter refused to compromise the gospel by deleting what would offend the Sanhedrin.  He spoke courageously because he was devoted to the truth and entrusted the outcome to his Lord.  That is the example for all persecuted believers to follow.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Acts 1-12, p. 134] 

II. It sustains by know the teachings of Jesus 
A. He is our example
Acts 4:13—Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
John 7:15-16—The Jews then were astonished, saying, “How has this man become learned, having never been educated?” 16 So Jesus answered them and said, “My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me.
Matthew 7:28-29—When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
B. Our goal is to speak them
Acts 4:20—…for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.
III. It responds by thinking theologically
A. Frame life’s issue with God in the picture 
Psalm 118:22— The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief corner stone.
Psalm 146:6-7—Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free.
Psalm 146:8-10—The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD raises up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous; the LORD protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow, but He thwarts the way of the wicked. The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!
Psalm 2:1-3—Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His anointed, saying, “Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!”
Psalm 2:4-6—He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury, saying, “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.”
Psalm 2:7-9— “I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession. ‘You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.’”
Psalm 2:10-11—Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. Worship the LORD with reverence and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!
B. Pray the God’s will would be done 
Acts 4:28—...  to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.
C. Watch as God gloriously meets needs 
Acts 4:32-35—And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 34 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales 35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.
Sadly, though they could not deny it, neither were they willing to accept it.  They were a living illustration of our Lord’s words in John 3:19 that “the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.”  Such is the blindness of sin; they knew the truth, yet refused to accept it, just as they had rejected the truth of the resurrection (Matt 28:11-15).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 137] 
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