[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
January 26, 2020
[image: just Faith]
Lying to the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:1-16

 3 reminders regarding deception
I. The Deceiver is a liar and we tend to believe him 

A. Pretense and hypocrisy
Acts 5:1-2—But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Matthew 6:1-6—“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.  2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
Matthew 6:16-18—“Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face 18 so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
B. We bear full responsibility for our choices

1. We cannot blame God
James 1:13—Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
Hebrews 2:18—For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
2. We cannot blame Satan

Acts 5:3—But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?

1 Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

3. We cannot blame others

James 1:14—But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

James 1:22-23—Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.

II. Actions have consequences

A. Sometimes those consequences are immediate

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 5:3-4—But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

B. God is always patient
Psalm 86:16—But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.
2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
C. God is jealous for us 
2 Corinthians 11:2—For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.
Ephesians 5:27—…that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.
D. God provides opportunities to repent, v 8

E. God takes sin seriously, v 11
Galatians 6:7—Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
III. God requires His People be pure

Acts 5:12-14—At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number,

2 Tim 2:19-21—Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.” 20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

Hebrews 12:5-6—“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.”
A.  Purity is a heart issue
1.  The heart is your control center
2.  The heart affects your actions  
Mark 7:14-15—After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to them, “Listen to Me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man.”
Luke 6:45—The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.
B. Purity influences others

1. Our position of purity comes from Christ
Mark 1:40-42—And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.” Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
2. Our discipline toward godliness is part of the growth process
1 Timothy 1:5—But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
1 Timothy 4:7-8—But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; 8 for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.
The practice of sternly dealing with sin helps maintain a pure church. People do not rush to join a church that will expose their sin.  Discipline is thus an essential key to evangelism, because it purifies the church and keeps the shallow and merely curious away.  It is startling to see churches today that will purposely not make sin an issue so as to attract the shallow and curious.[footnoteRef:1]    [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Acts 1-12, p. 162] 
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