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The Gospel of John: 
Jesus before Pilate
John 18:28-38
Context
This section of John’s gospel account of the life of Jesus includes the first of three phases of His civil trial.  There were 6 phases in total.
Three phases before the religious leaders:
Jesus before the Jewish authorities initially (only recorded in John’s account here)
Jesus before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin (Matt 26:57-68; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54)
Jesus before the religious leaders again (council chamber) then bound/led to Pilate the governor  (Matt 27:1; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66-71)
Three phases before the civil authorities:
Before Pilate (Matt 27:2, 11-14; Mark 15:1-5; Luke 23:1; John 18:28-37)
Before Herod (Luke 23:6-12)
Then back again before Pilate (Matt 27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-19:16)
The entirety of the event was the greatest injustice in human history.  In all the efforts to accuse Him, they only confirm His innocence.  
John 8:46—Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me?
His innocence and perfection are recorded in scripture:
Luke 1:35b—… the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.
Matthew 27:4a—[Judas] saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 
Luke 23:41—And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Hebrews 4:15—For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
Hebrews 7:26—For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens
1 Peter 2:22—WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH
Although we see the first phase of Jesus before the religious leaders, John does not record the second two.  The Sanhedrin meet at Caiaphas’s house during the night (18:24) and decided that Jesus should die (Matt 26:66).  Because it was done illegally (meeting in stealth was against Jewish law), they quickly reconvened after daybreak and formally pronounced sentence (Matt 27:1). 
John picks up the story by saying that they led Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium (v28).  They had sought repeatedly to kill Jesus:
John 5:18—For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.
John 7:1—After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 
John 11:53—So from that day on they planned together to kill Him.
John 18:31—So Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death,” 
It was early (3:00-6:00am).  Their reason for brining Jesus was to have Pilate do what only he could do (put Jesus to death) by simply rubber-stamping the decision they already made.  They wanted it done quickly before the crowds became aware and potentially causing a riot.  
The Jewish leaders did not go inside so as not to be defiled. [It reminds me of Jesus’ words to these men earlier…“woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites” (Matthew 23:13a].  It is ironic that they sought to please God by not “defiling” themselves ceremonially in order to eat the Passover, but at the same time illegally murdering the Son of God.  They seek to remain “clean” for the Passover and at the same time miss the entirety of THE true Passover lamb.  

Phase One of the Civil Trial
I. What accusation do you bring?
John 18:28-32— Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was early; and they themselves did not enter into the Praetorium so that they would not be defiled, but might eat the Passover. 29 Therefore Pilate went out to them and *said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?” 30 They answered and said to him, “If this Man were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him to you.” 31 So Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death,” 32 to fulfill the word of Jesus which He spoke, signifying by what kind of death He was about to die… 
Pilate goes out to them
Who is Pilate?
5th governor of Judea by Emperor Tiberius in 26AD
He was in power for about 10 years
Sources say that he was proud, arrogant, and cynical
He made poor choices: weak and vacillating  
Luke 13:1—Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 
He was eventually removed from power by the governor of Syria and ordered to be judged by Emperor Tiberius for actions related to killing a large group of Samaritans
Inquiring as to the charge, he asks: what accusation do you bring? 
The first legitimate legal question discussed
The last thing the Jewish leaders sought was a genuine trial
They did not want a judge; they wanted an executioner
The Jews knew that their claim of blasphemy would not stand up in a Roman court
The Jews respond: we wouldn’t bring you a criminal if he wasn’t a criminal
That in no way answers the question
That is a false insult to Jesus’ character but certainly no legal violation
They had nothing; this only proves His innocence
Pilate’s response: take Him yourselves and judge Him
He recognized their intentions to have Jesus killed
He also (initially) wanted no part of it
The Jews: We are not permitted to put anyone to death
The Jews had no choice but to convince the one person who had that power (humanly speaking) that He must die
They could not legally proceed without Pilate
All of this was done to fulfill the words of Jesus that He would die by being “lifted up” (crucifixion) (Jn 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-33)
Mark 10:33-34—saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles. 34 They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.”
John 12:32-33—And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.
Jews did not “lift up” in their administering of capital punishment
They “threw down” by stoning (Lev 20; Acts 7:58-60)
In the providence of God, all the events of the trial were accomplished exactly as they were foretold
That is not insignificant
If it didn’t happen that way, God would not be God
[bookmark: _GoBack]“If there is one single molecule in this universe running around loose, totally free of God’s sovereignty, then we have no guarantee that a single promise of God will ever be fulfilled.” – RC Sproul
II. Are You the king of the Jews?
John 18:33-38a—Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”  38 Pilate *said to Him, “What is truth?”…
A. Pilate continues to question Jesus
Luke 23:3a—So Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 
B. The charge: Insurrection and sedition 
Luke 23:2—And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”
1. Was it true?  Was Jesus a threat to Roman rule?
2. That was absolutely false
3. The truth was that Jesus upheld civil authority
Matthew 22:21—They *said to Him, “Caesar’s.” Then He *said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s.” 
4. If Jesus were an insurrectionist, where were His followers and His army?
C. Jesus masterfully responds: your words or another’s?
v34—Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 
1. Pilate is asking the question from a political perspective
2. Jesus is then leading to His true Kingship
3. Remember, Jesus had earlier rejected the crowd’s desire to make Him king
John 6:15—So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.
D. Pilate: I am not a Jew, am I?
1. He had great disdain for the Jews
2. He had a growing frustration with this case
3. Exasperated he continues—Your own people are making the accusations
4. It’s clear that his words are coming from the Jewish people
E. What have you done?
1. Roman law allowed the Judge to ask broad ranging questions
2. Pilate knew it was out of envy that Jesus is there (Matt 27:18) but bottom line: why?  What did You do to incite them to hand You over?
F. Jesus: My kingdom is not of this world, v36
1. Is not of (Ek)—out from the midst of
2. His kingdom does not originate from human authorities
3. His messianic kingdom does not come from this world
G. If it were, my servants would be fighting
1. Earthly kings would not have allowed themselves to be captured so easily
2. His kingdom is in the hearts of those who believe
H. Pilate: So You are a king?
I. Jesus: You say correctly that I am a king
1. Jesus makes a bold statement 
1 Timothy 6:13—I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate
2. He is, and will always be the undisputed King and sovereign Lord
3. But His crowning as the King comes from God
4. The fact that He is a King but not using His power to fight here poses no threat to Rome
J. Jesus: For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world (v37)
1. Humanity: He was born as are all people on the earth
2. Divinity: He came into the world from heaven (3:13, 31; 6:33; 8:23; 17:5)
John 17:5—Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
K. Jesus: I testify to the truth
1. He comes from the Father speaking righteousness
Matthew 4:23—Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.
2. He proclaims the truth about His Father and the sinfulness of men 
2 Peter 1:3—seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
L. Jesus: Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice
John 14:6— Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
John 10:27—My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 
John 8:31-32—So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
1. We know the truth
2. We love the truth
3. We follow the truth

M. What is truth? 
1. Cynical, skeptical, pessimistic
2. Without God, people will never find truth 
2 Timothy 3:7—always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
3. Truth is not subjective, relative, pragmatic; it is absolute
Jeremiah 2:13—“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water.”
4. Post-modern before it was post-modern
Ecclesiastes 1:9—That which has been is that which will be, And that which has been done is that which will be done. So there is nothing new under the sun.
III. I find no guilt
John 18:38b—And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and *said to them, “I find no guilt in Him.
Jesus was no threat to the rule of Rome 
He was not guilty of the crimes of which the Jews were accusing—insurrection and sedition
Luke 23:2—And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” 
Pilate could find no fault in Him—there is no fault to be found period.

Conclusion
There was no indictment of Christ at the beginning of this civil trial and there was no conviction of Him at the end of Pilate’s time with Him here—I find no guilt in Him. 

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I Am
The King of glory and of grace

Hebrews 2:18—For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
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