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All Are Guilty Under the Law
Romans 2:17-29
Guilty Categories 
1) Immoral
Romans 1:18—they suppress the truth in unrighteousness 
Romans 1:23—they exchange the glory of the incorruptible for an image
Romans 1:25—they exchange the truth of God for a lie 
Romans 1:32—they practice such things worthy of death…and give hearty approval to those who practice them 
2) Moralist
Romans 2:1—Judges those who are immoral
Romans 2-1-3—they practice the same things, just perhaps not to the same degree or in the same way 
Romans 2:4—thinks lightly of God’s kindness and tolerance and patience instead of letting the kindness of God lead them to repentance 
Romans 2:5—their stubborn and unrepentant heart is storing up wrath for themselves in the day of the righteous judgment of God 
Romans 2:11—fails to understand that there is no partiality with God
3) Religious (our study this morning)
3 tendencies of those who claim to be “religious”
I. They tend to be prideful
A. Of their heritage 
2:17a—But if you bear the name “Jew”…
B. Of the law
2:17b—…and rely upon the law…
C. Of their connection to God
2:17c—…and boast in God…
Luke 18:9-14—And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
D. Of knowing how everyone else is wrong
2:18a—and know His will and approve the things that are essential…
E. Of being instructed out of the law
2:18b—…being instructed out of the law
Katecheo (being instructed)—is the term from which catechism is derived.  It had the general meaning of oral instruction of any sort but was especially associated with teaching by repetition.  Both at home and in the synagogues, Jewish boys in particular were systematically and thoroughly instructed out of the Law.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The MacArthur New Testament commentary on Romans, p. 153 ] 

F. Of their confidence that they were a guide to the blind
Romans 2:19-20—and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth.
Matthew 23:13, 17—But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut the kingdom of heaven in front of people; for you do not enter it yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.  ...24 You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!
II. They tend to be hypocritical 
A. Of other’s speck vs their log
2:21a—…you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself?
Matthew 23:3—Therefore, whatever they tell you, do and comply with it all, but do not do as they do; for they say things and do not do them.
Matthew 7:5— You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye!
B. Of their preaching vs practice
2:21b—…You who preach that one shall not steal, do you steal? 
Romans 2:22—You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 
C. Of their boasting in the law
Romans 2:23—You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 
D. As a result: God is blasphemed by others 
Romans 2:24—For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written. 
III. They tend to be superficial 
The act of circumcision was a false security for the Jew.  In it, they placed their trust.  God did institute it as a mark of His covenant with Abraham and his descendants (Gen 17:10-12).  The surgery was symbolic of the sinfulness of man that was passed from generation to generation.  This became the sign of being a Jew.
A. Because religious talk without actions is powerless
Romans 2:25—For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 
B. Because uncircumcised obedience is far superior to circumcised transgression[footnoteRef:2] [2:  How Religion Falls Short of the Gospel, Romans 2:17-29, Steve Viars] 

Romans 2:26—So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 
C. Because the true gospel offers circumcision of the heart
Romans 2:29—But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. 
Colossians 2:11—and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deuteronomy 30:6—Moreover, the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and all your soul, so that you may live.
Putting those two truths together, the apostle says that the true child of God, epitomized by the faithful Jew, is the person who is one inwardly.  The true mark of God’s child is not an outward symbol, such as circumcision, but a godly condition of the heart.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  MacArthur, p. 161] 
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