[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
February 9, 2020
[image: just Faith]

The Basics: How to please God
2 Corinthians 5
Introduction
· 2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
What is Spiritual growth? __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
· 1 Peter 1:16—“YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”
What does it mean to be holy?____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
· John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
What does it mean to be sanctified? ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________
· Romans 8:29-30—For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
Biblical sanctification has 3 features: 
1. Justification (positional truth)—occurs immediately as an act of God when we place our faith and trust in Christ
1 Corinthians 1:2—To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:
2. Sanctification (Progressive—is a process of becoming more like Christ over time (the time between Justification and Glorification)
John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth…
John 17:19—For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. 
3. Glorification (prospective sanctification)—occurs at a point in time (death or rapture) when we become like Christ because “we see Him just as He is.”
1 John 3:2—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
1 Thessalonians 5:23—Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 principles to rightly understand 
how we change and grow
I. It is possible to please God
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him
A. Not in our own righteousness
Isaiah 64:6—For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;
And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
Romans 8:8—and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
Hebrews 11:6 —And without faith it is impossible to please Him
B. Only through the imputed righteousness of Christ (AKA our union with Christ)
1. Christ was well pleasing to the Father 
Matthew 12:17-18—This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased”
Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” 
Matthew 17:5—While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 
John 8:29— “And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 
2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
C. We therefore please God out of our salvation; we don’t please God to earn our salvation 
Ephesians 2:8-9—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
II. Make sure the goal of pleasing Him transcends everything you do
1 Corinthians 10:31—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
A. The focus of heaven
2 Corinthians 12:2-4—I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— 4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.
   B. In everyday practical settings 
Colossians 3:20—Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 7:32-33—But I want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife…
Ephesians 5:8-10—for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
C. With a dependence on the Holy Spirit
2 Corinthians 5:5—Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. 
Romans 8:8-11—…and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
III. Because the consequences are significant 
A. We will give an account 
2 Corinthians 5:10—For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Corinthians 3:10-16—According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test [e]the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 
1 Timothy 3:13—For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
B. He makes it possible to live for Him 
2 Corinthians 5:15—and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 
1 Corinthians 6:20—For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
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