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Jesus Can Give You Hope 
3 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HOPE AVAILABLE IN CHRIST: 
Genesis 18:13‐14 ‐ And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” 
Jeremiah 32:17 ‐ “Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You,” 
Luke 1:35‐37 ‐ The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. For nothing will be impossible with God. 
I. Hope that Better Days are Ahead Spiritually – 5:11‐14 
A. Avoid the tendency to be “dull of hearing” 
nothros – “no push” 
“My argument in this book is not that evangelicalism is becoming theologically liberal but that it is becoming theologically vacuous” – Horton – Christless Christianity, p. 23. 
“My concern is that we are getting dangerously close to the place in everyday Christian life where the Bible is mined for “relevant” quotes but is largely irrelevant on its own terms; God is used as a personal resource rather than known, worshipped, and trusted; Jesus Christ is the coach with a really good game plan for our victory rather than a Savior who has already achieved it for us; salvation is more a manner of having our best life now than being saved from God’s judgment by God Himself; and the Holy Spirit is an electrical outlet we can plug into for the power we need to be all that we can be” – Horton – Christless Christianity, p. 19. 
B. Develop a spiritual appetite for solid food 
1. You can become accustomed to the Word of righteousness – v. 13 
Hebrews 5:13 ‐ For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 
2. Your maturity will be evident by your ability to discern good from evil – v. 14 
Hebrews 5:14 ‐ But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 
3. You can be used by God to begin teaching others – v. 12 
Hebrews 5:12 ‐ For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
“Jesus has been dressed up as a corporate CEO, life coach, culture‐warrior, political revolutionary, philosopher, co‐pilot, co‐sufferer, moral example, and partner in fulfilling our personal and social dreams. But in all of these ways, are we reducing the central character in the drama of redemption to a prop for our own play?” – Horton – Christless Christianity, p. 25. 
II. Hope That You Can Have a Fruitful Life – 6:1‐8 
A. You have to leave elementary teaching behind 
1. In their case 
2. In our case 
B. The consequences of not doing so are severe 
1. Being around truth is not enough 
a. once had been enlightened 
b. have tasted of the heavenly gift 
c. been made partakers of the Holy Spirit 
d. have tasted of the good Word of God 
2. These are not persons who lost their salvation, they are ones who never had it 
a. The seal of the Holy Spirit 
Ephesians 1:13 ‐ In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
Ephesians 4:30 ‐ Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
b. The power of God’s hands 
John 10:28‐29 ‐ and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 
c. The reliability of God’s promise 
Philippians 1:6 ‐ For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
3. A person can reach the place of being beyond repentance 
C. Good ground produces fruit 
Hebrews 6:7 ‐ For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 
1 John 2:3 ‐ By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
III. Hope that Can Serve as an Anchor to Your Soul – 6:9‐20 
A. God has a great memory 
Hebrews 6:10 ‐ For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 
B. Your diligence can give others hope 
Hebrews 6:11‐12 ‐ And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 
C. God’s promises to you are based on His unchangeable character 

Hebrews 6:17 ‐ In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,
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