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Represent the Gospel Well
Romans 12:1-2
Annual Theme: Build Carefully 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11—According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Romans 12:1-2—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 biblical principles to help us
represent the gospel well
I. Put Off
Romans 12:2—And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
A. “World” defined biblically
1. The physical world (cosmos or universe)
Psalm 89:11—The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all it contains, You have founded them. 
2. The world of people
Psalm 33:8—Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
3. The world system
Mark 4:18-19—And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, 19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
John 15:19— If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.
I Corinthians 1:20—Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
B. “Culture” defined biblically	
John 17:13-17—But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
C. “Conformed” defined biblically 
Greek word: suschematizo—to conform one’s self (i.e. one’s mind and character) to another’s pattern, (fashion one’s self according to)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  New Testament Greek Lexicon] 

1 Peter 1:14—As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance
D. “Relating” defined historically[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Summary of eras from Center Church by Tim Keller] 

1. Pietism—Be indifferent to and unengaged with culture because it is fundamentally and irredeemably flawed
“I look upon this world as a wrecked vessel.  God has given me a lifeboat and said to me, ‘Moody, save all you can.’”—D.L.  Moody
2. Theological Liberalism—Christianity can and must be redefined to be fundamentally compatible with the surrounding culture
3. Religious Right—Take the culture back by political means
4. Seeker Driven Church Movement–-Make church relevant and attractive to unbelievers by removing anything offensive from your church services
II. Be transformed in your thinking
Romans 12:2—And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
A. Paul’s gospel argument in the first 11 chapters of Romans (cf. Romans 12:1 – “Therefore…”)
1. Creation
Romans 1:20—For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
Psalm 19:1—The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 
2. Fall
3. Redemption
Romans 5:8-9—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 
B. Our gospel response to these central truths
1. Creation

a. Do you praise God for His creative beauty and mighty power? If so, how?
b. Do you thank Him for the gifts He has graciously given you?
C. How do you encourage others with God given skills?
2. Fall
a. Do you quickly see your own broken and fallen state?  
b. Are you quick to recognize and repent of your own weaknesses?
c. Do you see the log in your own eye more than you see the speck in others? (Matthew 7)
d. Do you seek to engage with the lost in this world because of the impact of sin? 
3. Redemption

a. Does the brokenness of your sin lead you to extraordinary gratitude for His kindness and mercy?
b. How do you see God’s redemption in your life because of the gospel?
c. How does that central reality and truth penetrate your heart and motivate you to love others?
d. Does your heart break for the lost knowing their condition outside of Christ? 
III. Put on
A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Present your bodies a living and hold sacrifice
Romans 12:1—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
B. Display the will of God through your exemplary lifestyle
Romans 12:2—And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Supporting Idea: Sacrificing oneself to God is accomplished by applying a renewed mind to the pursuit and achieving of the will of God.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Boa, K., & Kruidenier, W. (2000). Romans (Vol. 6, p. 361). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.] 
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