[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
February 11, 2024

The Gospel of John: 
Jesus before Pilate, Pt 3
John 18:39-19:16
Context
The bible is replete with a cast of characters who were responsible for the death of Jesus.
· Romans
Matthew 20:19—and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.”
John 19:10, 16, 18—So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” … 16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified….18 There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between. 
· Jews
Acts 13:28—And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed.
Luke 24:20—and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 
Acts 2:23—this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 
Acts 3:13-15—The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14 But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 
Acts 4:10—let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by this name this man stands here before you in good health. 
(Cf. Acts 5:30; 10:39; Acts 7:52; Matthew 27:25)
· God—He ultimately was responsible for putting His son on the cross and punish Him as the Lamb of God who takes away sin
John 1:29—The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Hebrews 9:26—Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
1 John 2:2—and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
1 John 3:5—You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.   

The final phase of the civil trial with Pilate
I. Pilate: should I release Jesus?
John 18:39-19:7—But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover; do you wish then that I release for you the King of the Jews?” 40 So they cried out again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a robber. 1 Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; 3 and they began to come up to Him and say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to give Him slaps in the face. 4 Pilate came out again and *said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.” 5 Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate *said to them, “Behold, the Man!” 6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate *said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.”
Pilate attempts to resolve the issue
Take Him yourselves 
John 18:31—So Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death”
Sends Jesus to Herod Antipas
Luke 23:7—And when he learned that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also was in Jerusalem at that time.
Desperate, he tries a third option: you have a custom, v39
Sidebar: Why doesn’t he release Him—especially when he finds Jesus not guilty?
John 18:38—Pilate *said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and *said to them, “I find no guilt in Him.”
John 19:4, 6— Pilate came out again and *said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.”… 6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate *said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.”
It would enrage the Jewish leaders who likely won’t relent
Possible riot
Cost him his position as governor
You have a custom
Likely an attempt to ingratiate himself to the Jews
Timing: done at the Passover
Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?
Likely said with mockery.  They’re handing over their King
In the meantime, a large crowd is gathering
Matthew 27:17—So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?
The crowd: not this man, but Barabbas
Matthew 27:20—But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death. 
Mark 15:11—But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas for them instead.
Barabbas was a robber
Not a petty thief
He was an insurrectionist and a murderer
Mark 15:7—The man named Barabbas had been imprisoned with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the insurrection. 
Luke 23:19—(He was one who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection made in the city, and for murder.) 
Acts 3:14—But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you
Isn’t it interesting: they are accusing Jesus of being an insurrectionist (falsely) while screaming for the release of an insurrectionist (truly) 
Pilate: then what shall I do with Jesus? 
Matthew 27:22—Pilate *said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all *said, “Crucify Him!”
Application: that’s the key question, isn’t it?
Each of us needs to decide what we do with Jesus
The Jews: Crucify Him!
People today: say the same thing with their rejection
Hebrews 6:4-6—For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 
With options running low, Pilate: took Jesus and scourged Him
Clearly an injustice
He is heading further down the wrong trail
Scourging 
extremely cruel
stripped, bound, beaten
Jewish law was set at 40 lashes; in practice they did 39 to avoid violation
2 Corinthians 11:24—Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 
Romans, were not bound by any such restrictions.  The punishment would continue until the torturers were exhausted, the commanding officer decided to stop it, or, as was often the case, the victim died.  The whip consisted of a short wooden handle to which several leather thongs, each with jagged pieces of bond or metal attached to the end, were fastened.  As a result, the body could be so torn and lacerated that the muscles, bones, veins, or even internal organs were exposed.  So horrible was this punishment that Roman citizens were exempt from it (cf. Acts 22:25).  The scourging He endured left Jesus too weak to carry the crosspiece of His cross all the way to the execution site (Matthew 27:32).  Pilate hoped that this brutalizing of Jesus short of death would satisfy the bloodthirsty mob.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 12-21, 338.] 


Soldiers: twisted together a crown of thorns
Mocking continues
Crowns were worn by royalty 
The thorns would have cut deeply into his head (more bleeding and pain)
Soldiers: put a purple robe on Him
More mocking
Placed a reed in His right hand
Matthew 27:29-30—And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. 
Soldiers: began to give Him slaps in the face
Pilate: comes out again with Jesus and says, I find no guilt in Him
[Sidebar: Explain to me again, why you just had Him scourged?]
His words affirm his unjust actions against Jesus
Jesus comes out wearing the crown and robe
Through all the scorn and mocking, the reality is that He is The King of Kings
Revelation 19:16—And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
This really is the irony of all ironies 
Sidebar: How is it possible that people can act this way?
Anti-God
Romans 8:7—because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so
Pro-Satan
John 8:44—You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

This is Satan’s hour
Luke 22:53— While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.
God permitted it
Acts 2:23—this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
Pilate: Behold, the Man!
Theatrics and sarcasm
Pilate is hoping that the beaten, swollen Jesus would be enough for them to relent
Why “the Man!” vs “your King?”
Likely the underlying premise from their claim that Jesus poses no threat
Perhaps not to incite the Jews further by the sarcasm
Chief priests and officers: cried out, Crucify, crucify!
Pilate: take Him yourselves and crucify Him.  Not guilty.
I want nothing more to do with Him.  You take Him.
Would the Jews crucify a man?  No.  They would stone them
Pilate is losing control
He may have been done with the Jews, but they were not done with him
Jews: we have a law, and by that law He ought to die
They were not letting Pilate off the hook
They would not let him pass off this decision; they needed his indictment and judgement against Jesus
They had already judged Jesus and found Him guilty
Roman jurisprudence allowed conquered nations to have some rule insofar that it did not conflict with Roman rule
They are demanding that right be upheld
The charge: He made Himself out to be the Son of God!
The plea to have Jesus die because of civil law didn’t work
The new plea is Jewish religious law

Leviticus 24:16—Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.
Matthew 26:63-65— But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.”  65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy 
Pilate had previously been insensitive to their religious law and was reprimanded for it by Tiberius
II. Pilate: where are You from?
John 19:8-12—Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid; 9 and he entered into the Praetorium again and *said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 12 As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, “If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar.”
A. Pilate’s fear just escalated
1. Like many Romans, he was likely superstitious
2. The thought that Jesus was a god or son of one in human form scared him
Acts 14:11—When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and have come down to us.” 
a. He had just had Jesus scourged
b. His wife had a bad feeling about this (via a dream)
Matthew 27:19—While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, “Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.”
B. Pilate: takes Jesus back to into the Praetorium and asks where are you from? 
1. Pilate knew He was from Galilee
Luke 23:6-7—When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also was in Jerusalem at that time.
2. The question then goes to a non-earthly realm
C. Jesus: gave him no answer
Isaiah 53:7—He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.
John 18:36-37—Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
1. He had given him the truth and Pilate rejected it
2. When men continue to reject the truth, God gives them over.  He rejects them.
Judges 10:13— Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods; therefore I will no longer deliver you. 
2 Chronicles 15:1-2— Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, 2 and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the LORD is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. 
Psalm 81:11-12—“But My people did not listen to My voice, And Israel did not obey Me. 12 “So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, To walk in their own devices.
Matthew 15:14—Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
Romans 1:28—And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper… that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
3. Application: that is a place you never, ever, ever want to be! The outcome is they do things which are not proper and ultimately eternal destruction. 
D. Pilate: you do not speak to me? Do you not know that I have power…
1. He’s insulted at Jesus’ lack of respect for him
2. He then boasts about his power
3. Clearly he did not know who he was talking to
The question is illuminating.  In the last resort it was Pilate alone who could say “Crucify” or “Release,” and this frank recognition of it makes nonsense of all the shifts to which he resorted in the attempt to avoid making a decision.  Ultimately he could not avoid responsibility and these words show that deep down he must have realized this.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament, 796-797] 

4. His claim was not true
E. Jesus: you would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above
1. Pilate did not have ultimate control
2. Pilate was fully culpable for his actions
3. God is in control over all that happens—even the death of His Son
4. God is sovereign.  
F. Jesus: there is one who bears a greater guilt—the one who delivered Him to Pilate has the greater sin
1. The Jews, especially Caiaphas, was the force (humanly speaking) who put Pilate in the position he was in
G. Pilate made efforts to release Him
1. Pilate still does not see any guilt
2. even with these additional charges
H. The Jews: If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar
1. The level of hypocrisy does not cease, nor does the irony
2. They were anything but friends of Caesar; and, he made himself out to be a god!
I. Pilate: the accusation was too much 
1. The threat of them telling Caesar that a riot started because of an opposing king to Caesar was fully known to Pilate and  yet he let him go was too much
2. This was the last straw
3. He could not risk having them follow through with their threat
4. Caesar was known to inflict severe  punishment on unqualified and incompetent leaders
5. Pilate feared for his position and likely for his life
6. He felt he now had no choice but to crucify Jesus to appease the Jews 
III. Pilate: Behold your King
John 19:13-16—Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he *said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!” 15 So they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate *said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.
A. Pilate sat in judgment of Jesus
1. In a twist of irony, Jesus is the One to whom the Father has given all judgment
John 5:22—For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son
2. Pilate (along with the rest of the world) will receive an eternal sentence by the Son
B. It is the day of preparation for the Passover
1. It was about the sixth hour (late morning near noon)
2. Estimated time was done in three-hour increments 
C. Pilate: Behold, your King!
1. Sarcasm
2. The physical appearance of Jesus would have been beaten, bloody, bruised and disfigured
D. Jews: Away with Him! Crucify Him!
1. The beating did not alter their cries
2. It was not enough for them
E. Pilate: Shall I crucify your King?
F. The chief priests: We have no king but Caesar
1. Such a statement was an appalling level of hypocrisy 
2. Irony: it was true.  
3. In their rejection of Jesus as their King, they were left with their earthly king: Caesar
4. The last irony: they accused Jesus of blasphemy (falsely); they claim Caesar is their king (genuine blasphemy).  God alone is Israel’s true king
Judges 8:23—But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the LORD shall rule over you.” 
1 Sam 8:7—The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.
Ps 149:2—Let Israel be glad in his Maker; Let the sons of Zion rejoice in their King.
Isa 33:22—For the LORD is our judge, The LORD is our lawgiver, The LORD is our king; He will save us
G. Pilate: handed over Jesus to them to be crucified
1. Exhausting all options
2. The indictments against Jesus in the gospel accounts:
a. He threatened to destroy the temple (Matt 26:61)
b. He is an evildoer (John 18:30)
c. He is perverting (misleading) the nation (Luke 23:2)
d. He is forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar (Luke 23:2)
e. He is stirring up the people—incites the people to rebellion (Luke 23:14)
f. He is saying that He Himself is Christ, a King (Luke 23:2)
g. He blasphemes by claiming to be the Son of God (Mark 14:61)
3. Defeated; he hands Jesus over
Luke 23:25—And he released the man they were asking for who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, but he delivered Jesus to their will.
4. Pride and the fear of man lead to Pilate’s downfall
5. Pilate is forever identified in human history for His actions
6. He was incredibly privileged to talk face to face (one-on-one) with Jesus—to no avail; it profited him nothing
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hebrews 1:1-3—God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.
7. The outcome: the damnation of his soul
8. He is in the Judas camp; along with all those who reject Christ
Conclusion
When it comes to the question of what to do with Jesus, each of us face one of two responses.  We either stand with the rejecters and crucifiers or we acknowledge Him as the rightful Savior, King and Lord.  The outcome of that decision will determine your eternal destiny.  

Romans 10:9-11—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”
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