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The Gospel of John:
John’s Testimony of the Christ, pt. 1
John 1:19-37
Context  
John A. (the Apostle) gives us examples of how John B. (the Baptist) testimony or witness points to Jesus being the Christ.  The events occurring in this section identify the peak of the greatest man who ever lived up to this point.  
Matthew 11:11—Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.*
[*The later part of Jesus’ comment relates to those who lived in the fullness of all the new covenant work of the Messiah.  John died on the other side of the cross and resurrection, though its merits were applied to him as to all OT saints. [footnoteRef:1]] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p. 48.] 

In these 3 consecutive days following the baptism of Jesus by John B., John is conversing with three distinct groups of people further elucidating his testimony.  It is unusual to have a series of events occurring in scripture like this.  His message to each group, each day is an important focus for us to consider.  Remember, John A.’s purpose for writing is evangelistic.  He wants people to believe that Jesus is the Christ.  Here is and additional testimony from another to validate that claim. 
3 Days of testimony to 3 different groups of people regarding 1 message: Jesus is the Christ
I. Day One—to the delegation: A VOICE
John 1:19-31—This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 They asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he *said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, and said to him, “Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them saying, “I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you do not know. 27 It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
A. JTB 
1. OT prophesied of his coming (Is 40:3; Matt 3:3; Mark 1:2-3; Mal 3:1; 4:5-6)
2. His arrival was announced by an angel (Luke 1:17)
3. His parents were old and never had children (Luke 1:7, 36)
4. He would be the herald of the Messiah (Luke 1:8-17)
5. His day of appearance was foreordained (Luke 1:80)
6. Name means “gift of God”
7. The last Old Testament prophet (Matt 14:65)
8. Many were coming to be baptizing for the repentance of sins (Matt 3:5-6)
9. He was boldly calling people to repentance (Matt 3:1)
10. John rebuked Herod because He took his brother’s wife (Mark 6:17-18)
11. Herod had him arrested and ultimately beheaded him (Matt 14:1-12)
12. No one greater than JTB (Matt 11:11) because God chose him to perform the most important task to that point—being the forerunner of the Messiah (John 1:29)

testimony—words related to fact, not opinion; to give a testimony; legal language as in a courtroom setting.[footnoteRef:2]  JTB is John A.’s first witness to testify to the truth about Christ.  John A. uses this term some 75 times in his writings.  [2:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John MacArthur, John 1-11, p. 31] 

B. The Jews

Jews—Although it could be used to refer to the Jewish nation, it primarily is used in John’s gospel to refer to the religious authorities (particularly those in Jerusalem) who opposed Christ and His message.  The religious leaders were made up of the Sanhedrin (the Supreme governing body in Israel under the ultimate authority of Rome).  The Sanhedrin consisted of 70 men that were either Pharisees or Sadducees (the religiously liberal party) plus the High Priest.  At the time, the Sadducees controlled the temple and were the dominate party in the Sanhedrin.  Additionally, the High Priest and the chief priests were Sadducees.

John 1:11—He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 

Matthew 3:7-10—But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance; 9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. 10 The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1. Priests 

Luke 1:8-9—Now it happened that while he [Zacharias] was performing his priestly service before God in the appointed order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.

2. Levites 

Levites—they assisted the priests in the temple rituals; they likely acted as the temple guards as well (Luke 22:4; Acts 4:1; 5:24)

Numbers 3:6-10—“Bring the tribe of Levi near and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him. 7 They shall perform the duties for him and for the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, to do the service of the tabernacle. 8 They shall also keep all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, along with the duties of the sons of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle. 9 You shall thus give the Levites to Aaron and to his sons; they are wholly given to him from among the sons of Israel. 10 So you shall appoint Aaron and his sons that they may keep their priesthood, but the layman who comes near shall be put to death.”

Acts 4:1—As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them
C. The Questions 

Q. Who are you?
The implication is that they thought he was The Christ (cf. vv 21-22). 
A. I am not the Christ
Again, his response would go toward the implication that he was the Messiah.  John A.’s use of “he confessed and did not deny, but confessed” is a 3-fold emphatic denial of such a thought.  

Q. Are you Elijah?

Malachi 3:1—“Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 4:5—“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD”

Mark 1:6—John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey.

2 Kings 1:8—They answered him, “He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about his loins.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”

Matthew 3:2—“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 3:10-12—The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

1 Kings 18:18—He said, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and you have followed the Baals.

(cf. 1 Kings 21:17-24).

A. I am not.

2 Kings 2:11—As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.

Matthew 17:10-13—And His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things; 12 but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Luke 1:17—It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Q. Are you the Prophet?

Deuteronomy 18:15—“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.” 
(Fulfilled in Jesus—Acts 3:22; Acts 7:37)
A. No.

Q. Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us?

A. A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS

The point of the quotation Is that it gives no prominence to the preacher whatever.  He is not an important person, like a prophet or the Messiah.  He is no more than a voice (contrast the reference to Jesus as ‘the Word”).  He is a voice, moreover, with but one thing to say…’make straight the way of the Lord’ is a call to be ready, for the coming of the Messiah is near.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Gospel According to John, Leon Morris, p. 137] 


James 4:6— But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 

Ephesians 3:8— To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ

Luke 17:10— So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’”
II. Day two—to the crowd: BEHOLD
John 1:29-34—The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said [to the crowd], “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ 31 I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.”  32 John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. 33 I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

III. Day three—to His disciples: FOLLOW

John 1:35-37—Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
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