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The Gospel of John: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reasons to Believe
John 19:17-30
Context
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is at the heart of redemptive history.  It is the very pinnacle of our faith. Without the death, burial and resurrection of the Messiah, we would be without hope.
1 Corinthians 15:17—and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.
But while the cross was the supreme expression of God’s redeeming love, it was also the ultimate manifestation of man’s depravity; the most egregious sin against divine light, love, and grace.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary, John 12-21, 346.] 

Hebrews 12:3—For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
Why did He endure such hostility?
Romans 8:7—because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so
Luke 22:53—While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”
Genesis 3:15—And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”
Isaiah 53:10—But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.
So, in the end, God used the wickedness of men to accomplish His purposes and His plans—the redemption of lost sinners to Himself (Cf. Acts 2:23).
Ephesians 2:4-7—But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:32—He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
Salvation comes only then through the person and work of Christ on behalf of the lost sinner.  One must by faith believe, and by believing, receive life.
John 20:31—but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.
At this point in the John’s narrative, the trials are over.  After repeatedly declaring the he found no guilt in Jesus, Pilate “handed Him over to them to be crucified” (19:16).  
As John gives the account of the crucifixion itself, he does not focus on the physical suffering, nor even of the brutality of the crucifixion process, rather he focuses on the glory of the person of Christ—scriptures fulfilled, selfless love demonstrated, and His knowledge and control over all the events that are happening.  
John 10:18—No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
Messianic Scriptures Fulfilled
I. Specific Fulfillments
John 19:17-18, 23-25a—They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18 There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between.… 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: “THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS.” 25 Therefore the soldiers did these things. 
A. Jesus fulfilled all the redemptive promises in the OT
2 Corinthians 1:20—For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us. 
1. Therein is proof of diving authorship
2. As well as affirmations of the veracity of Christ’s claims
B. Pilate pronounces the sentence and Jesus went out, v17
Matthew 27:31—After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.
Isaiah 53:7—He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.
1. He goes without resistance
2. He goes on His own volition
3. He carries the cross for Himself
4. His actions are demonstrating the Shepherd’s care for His sheep
John 10:11—I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 
C. Jesus will bear His own cross
1. Condemned prisoners were forced to carry the crosspiece 
2. In humiliation down the streets of town
3. The destination was Golgotha
4. Rome’s message: crime does not pay
5. Illustration of Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22:6—Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 
D. He went out
1. Executions were done outside the city
2. That was true for Rome with crucifixions; it was true for Jews from the OT Law
Numbers 15:36— So all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him to death with stones, just as the LORD had commanded Moses.
Exodus 29:14—But the flesh of the bull and its hide and its refuse, you shall burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin offering.
Leviticus 4:12; 16:27—that is, all the rest of the bull, he is to bring out to a clean place outside the camp where the ashes are poured out, and burn it on wood with fire; where the ashes are poured out it shall be burned…But the bull of the sin offering and the goat of the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall be taken outside the camp, and they shall burn their hides, their flesh, and their refuse in the fire. 
3. Jesus was the final OT sacrifice, and the true Passover Lamb
Hebrews 13:11-12—For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
E. Destination: The Place of a Skull; Golgotha (Hebrew); Calvary (Latin)
1. It’s not clear on the name
2. Perhaps because the place resembled a skull
F. There they crucified Him, v18
1. It was (and likely remains) one of the most horrible, shameful types of death
2. It was reserved for slaves, POWs, insurrectionist
3. Roman citizens were exempt—except by authorization of Caesar personally
4. It was “perfected” by the Romans so as to prolong the victim’s agony. It was a slow, torturous, brutal death.
5. John’s only reference to the crucifixion is this statement in v18.  The synoptic gospels give more details (Matt 27; Mark 15; Luke 23)
6. The greater suffering for Jesus was in bearing sin and being separated from His Father
Matthew 27:46—About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” 
G. Fulfilment of a specific occurrence in the OT Israelites wilderness wandering
Numbers 21:6-9—The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.  7 So the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have spoken against the LORD and you; intercede with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents from us.” And Moses interceded for the people. 8 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live.” 9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.
John 3:14-15—As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.
John 12:32-33—And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.
Thus, the type of death was both a fulfilment of OT prophecy as well as prophecies from Jesus Himself.
H. Fulfilment of prophecy from King David (~1000 years prior)
Psalm 22:6-8—But I am a worm and not a man, A reproach of men and despised by the people. 7 All who see me sneer at me; They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying, 8 “Commit yourself to the LORD; let Him deliver him; Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.”
Matthew 27:39-43— And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking Him and saying, 42 “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE Him now, IF HE DELIGHTS IN HIM; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”
Psalm 22:14-18—I am poured out like water, And all my bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It is melted within me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my tongue cleaves to my jaws; And You lay me in the dust of death. 16 For dogs have surrounded me; A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my feet. 17 I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; 18 They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.
I. The execution
1. Typically consisting of four soldiers
2. Commanding centurion
Matthew 27:54—Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was [the Son of God!”
3.  The prisoners cloths were often divided amongst the soldiers
a. They took His outer garments (head covering, belt, sandals, outer robe)
b. Made four parts, a part to every soldier, v23
Mark 15:24—And they *crucified Him, and *divided up His garments among themselves, casting lots for them to decide what each man should take. 
c. The tunic was left intact as it was seamless woven in one piece
4. This was done to fulfill the Scripture
Psalm 22:18—They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.
5. All that the soldiers did was done to fulfil exactly what a sovereign God would decree 
6. The focus is not on sinful man, but on a sovereign God
J. There were two others that likewise were crucified with Jesus
1. They were robbers 
Matthew 27:38—At that time two robbers *were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left.
2. Perhaps accomplices of Barabbas
3. He would be numbered with the transgressors
Isaiah 53:12—Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.
K. What John wants us (the reader) to see is not a humiliated Christ dying with criminals, but an exalted Christ fulfilling prophecy.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  Ibid. 352] 

1. The most wicked thing done in human history by mankind—killing the Creator, the sovereign Lord God of the universe, becomes the most glorious and greatest good that is afforded man, the eternal salvation of their souls.  
2. The first trophy of grace—one of the men hanging next to Him
Luke 23:39-43—One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” 43 And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”

II. The Inscription
John 19:19-22—Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It was written, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 20 Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”

III. Jesus’ love for Mary

John 19:25b-27—But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He *said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then He *said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own household.

IV. Jesus knowing all things
John 19:28-30—After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Conclusion
How can one adequately capture the significance and depth of meaning of Christ’s death? For the believer, eternity itself will not be enough time to fully express the gratitude and thankfulness of the person and work of the Savior. 

Romans 11:33,36—Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! … 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
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