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Background:
· Thursday night of Jesus’ final week on earth
· Passover—remembering the feast as God as their Savior and Deliverer for His People 
· Jews were seeking to kill Him
· The Lord gives a series of promises to His own and for all believers 
· He loves us to the end—to the max, the fullest, eternally and infinitely
· Selfless humility is at the heart of love.
· Love seeks not its own 
I Cor 13:5—does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered
Phil 2:6-7—who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but [g]emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
Matt 11:29—Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 
John 15:13—Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
1 John 4:18—There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
4 characteristics of people who love the way Christ loves
I. Love Definite 
John 13:1—Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
II. Love Despised
John 13:2-3—During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him 
John 13:27—After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.”
John 6:70—Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?”
“I wish that the traitor’s kiss that Judas gave was the only one, but in the spiritual sense, Jesus still has to endure it a thousand times to this hour.  For hypocritically to confess Him with the mouth while the conduct betrays Him, to exalt Him to the skies in the virtue of His humanity while divesting Him of His divine glory tearing the crown of universal majesty from His head, to sing enthusiastic hymns to Him while trampling His gospel by word and deed, what is that?  But a Judas kiss.”[footnoteRef:1]    [1:  F.W Krummacher (1796-1868), The Suffering Savior: Meditations on the Last Days of Christ
] 

III. Love is Demonstrated 
John 13:2-3—Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God
1 John 3:18—Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.

Matthew 23:11-12—But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.
John 6:68-70—Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?”
John 13:7—Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter.”  
Acts 1:6—So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”
1 Peter 1:17-19—knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
1 Peter 2:24—and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 
John 13:8-9—Peter said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.”

John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
John 13:10-11—Jesus said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”  11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.”
I John 1:9—If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
IV.  Love’s Directive
John 13:12-15—So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.

Luke 22:24—And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.

Ps 119:1—How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord.
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