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God’s Righteousness Through Faith Alone
Romans 3:21-31
Isaiah 6:1-5—In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” 
Categories of the lost
1. The immoral (Romans 1:18-32)
2. The moral (Romans 2:1-16)
3. The religious (Romans 2:17-29)
Therefore, everyone is lost (Romans 3:1-20)
5 features of God’s righteousness
I.  It is imputed to us, not earned
Romans 1:16-17—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 
A. Apart from the law
Romans 3:21a—But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested…
B. But the law showed God’s standard
Romans 3:21b—…being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets…
Romans 1:1-2—Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures
Isaiah 6:6-7—Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.” 
John 5:39—You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me…
II. It is necessary for all three categories of the lost
A. Because all have sinned

Romans 3:23—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

B. Because all have fallen short of the glory of God
III. It is a free gift through faith alone
A. Because God alone can declare one justified 
Dikaioō (justified) means to declare the rightness of something or someone, not symbolically or potentially but actually. To be justified does not mean, as is often said, ‘to be just as if one had never sinned.’ God is not playing theological games, pretending that a saved person was never sinful. When a sinner believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, he is declared to be righteous, because he now possesses God’s own righteousness as a gift of His grace. God does not consider a believer to be righteous; He makes him righteous.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans, p. 208] 

2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
Romans 3:24—being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus
Apolutrōsis (redemption) is a strengthened form of lutros̄is, which carries the idea of delivering, especially by means of paying a price. It was commonly used of paying a ransom to free a prisoner from his captors or paying the price to free a slave from his master. Because of man’s utter sinfulness and inability to bring himself up to the standard of God’s righteousness, the redemption of a sinner could come only by that which is in Christ Jesus. Only the sinless Savior could pay the price to redeem sinful men.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. ] 

Romans 3:24—…being justified as a gift by his grace…
B. The gift comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone
Romans 3:22—…faith in Jesus Christ…
Romans 3:24—…which is in Christ Jesus...
IV.  It is an act that completely satisfies His justice
A. Propitiation—the act of satisfying God’s wrath
Hilastērion (propitiation) carries the basic idea of appeasement, or satisfaction. In ancient pagan religions, as in many religions today, the idea of man’s appeasing a deity by various gifts or sacrifices was common. But in the New Testament propitiation always refers to the work of God, not of man. Man is utterly incapable of satisfying God’s justice except by spending eternity in hell. The only satisfaction, or propitiation, that could be acceptable to God and that could reconcile Him to man had to be made by God. For that reason, God in human flesh, Jesus Christ, “gave Himself as a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6). He appeased the wrath of God.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. ] 

Romans 3:25—whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith…
1 Peter 1:18-19—knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
1 John 2:2—and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
Romans 3:26—…for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Psalm 85:10—Lovingkindness and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
God does not set His justice aside; He turns it onto Himself. The cross does not represent a compromise between God’s wrath and his love; it does not satisfy each halfway. Rather it satisfies each fully and in the very same action. On the cross, the wrath and love of God were both vindicated, both demonstrated, and both expressed perfectly. They both shine out, and are utterly fulfilled. The cross is a demonstration both of God’s justice, and of His justifying love.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Romans 1-7 For You, Tim Keller, pp. 83-84] 

B. The means of God’s forgiveness is possible to every person who ever lived only by the person and work of Christ 
Romans 3:25—whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in God’s merciful restraint He let the sins previously committed go unpunished
Hebrews 10:10-12—By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD
C. God addresses the sin issue without compromising His holiness 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Romans 1:17—For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 
Romans 3:26—for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
V.   It is the end of our struggle to find peace with God
A. Any boasting therefore is in His work on our behalf; not in us
Romans 3:27—Where is the boasting? It is excluded.
If you understand the gospel of righteousness received, you will never boast. Or rather, you will never boast in yourself, but you will boast only in someone who is not in you, and exclusively about something you did not do; Christ, and Him crucified. Paul says he will ‘never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Galatians 6:14). Christians know they are saved solely and wholly by Christ’s work, not their own. They take no credit for their standing with God, not for their blessings from God.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ibid, p. 88] 

B. The gospel inherently unifies
Romans 3:29-30—Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one. 
Deuteronomy 6:4—Hear, Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!
Galatians 3:28-29—There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
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