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The Gospel of John: 
The Crucifixion of Jesus
John 19:17-30
Context
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is at the heart of redemptive history.  It is the very pinnacle of our faith. Without the death, burial and resurrection of the Messiah, we would be without hope.
1 Corinthians 15:17—and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.
But while the cross was the supreme expression of God’s redeeming love, it was also the ultimate manifestation of man’s depravity; the most egregious sin against divine light, love, and grace.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary, John 12-21, 346.] 

So, in the end, God used the wickedness of men to accomplish His purposes and His plans—the redemption of lost sinners to Himself (Cf. Acts 2:23).
Salvation comes only then through the person and work of Christ on behalf of the lost sinner.  One must by faith believe, and by believing, receive life.
At this point in the John’s narrative, the trials are over.  After repeatedly declaring the he found no guilt in Jesus, Pilate “handed Him over to them to be crucified” (19:16).  
As John gives the account of the crucifixion itself, he does not focus on the physical suffering, nor even of the brutality of the crucifixion process, rather he focuses on the glory of the person of Christ—scriptures fulfilled, inscription made, selfless love demonstrated, and His knowledge and control over all the events that are happening.  
Messianic Scriptures Fulfilled
I. Specific Fulfillments
John 19:17-18, 23-25a—They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18 There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between.… 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: “THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS.” 25 Therefore the soldiers did these things. 
II. The Inscription
John 19:19-22—Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It was written, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 20 Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”
A. Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews
1. The accused would carry a sign indicating their crime
2. Here, no crime was committed
3. Pilate takes a jab at the Jews as revenge 
Matthew 27:37—And above His head they put up the charge against Him which read, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
Luke 23:38—Now there was also an inscription above Him, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
4. In his folly, Pilate declares the absolute truth
a. Jesus is The King
Luke 1:32—He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David
John 12:13—took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel.” 
John 18:36-37—Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
Hebrews1:8—But of the Son He says, “YOUR THRONE, O God, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM. 
Revelation 19:16—And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
b. Pilate speaks unwittingly, but prophetically (just as Caiaphas does) 
John 11:49-51—But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish.” 51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation
5. The inscription was written in three commonly spoken languages, why?
a. Everyone could read it
b. There would have been many people there because of the Passover from the Mediterranean region
c. Hebrew was the language of religion (Israel’s language) 
d. Greek was the language of culture (Greece) 
e. Latin was the language of power (Rome) 
f. Providentially, all the languages are united in their declaration
B. Many of the Jews read this inscription 
1. Rome wanted the public to see the outcome of criminal behavior; crime doesn’t pay
2. Don’t resist us or else
3. They were often crucified along busy roads into the city
C. The Jewish leaders did not like the claim
1. They knew they were being mocked
2. They wanted some correction to be made—not that He was, but that he “claimed” to be their king
a. They objected strongly to such claims
b. The “Nazarene” reference was an additional insult; any king would not come from a small insignificant Galatian village, but from Judean and from noble birth
John 1:45-46—Philip *found Nathanael and *said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip *said to him, “Come and see.”
c. They want it known that He’s an impostor
D. Pilate: what I have written I have written
1. Pilate’s implied dig—this is the only type of King you deserve—a  crucified bloody man from an insignificant area
2. The irony: neither Pilate nor the Jews genuinely believed the claim  
3. Such animosity between them created a truth claim that resonates with the truth
Revelation 19:16—And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
Philippians 2:10-11—so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
E. They act in ignorance
Acts 3:17—“And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 18 But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord
F. It’s possible this sign played a role in the repentance of the thief; kings have kingdoms
Luke 23:42—And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” 
III. Jesus’ self-less love for Mary
John 19:25b-27—But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He *said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then He *said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own household.
A. But standing by the cross was Mary
1. John is making the sharp contrast between the callous indifferent ones (v25a)and the compassionate loved and loyal followers
2. These ladies were standing by
a. Standing by—(para)—beside; alongside
b. Close enough for Him to speak to them
c. Mary
1. Jesus’ mother 
2. Her name is a form of Miriam (OT sister to Moses), meaning “bitterness”
3. Her soul would be pierced
Luke 2:34-35—And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— 35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
4. She suffers in silence
5. Of  the gospel renderings, John is the only one who mentions her (Luke says women standing at a distance Luke 23:49; Matt 22:55-56 nor Mark 15: 40-41 omit her altogether) 
6. She was chosen to be the mother of the Lord—noteworthy and virtuous
Luke 1:42—And she [Elizabeth] cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
7. Why  are the other women mentioned by name, but not Mary? 
8. She was a sinner who needed to be saved
Luke 1:46-50—And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, 7 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 48 “For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; For behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. 49 “For the Mighty One has done great things for me; And holy is His name.  50 “AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM.
9. She refers to herself as a humble bondslave
10. She is not a co-redemptrix; she is not sinless; she is not virgin born; she did not remain a virgin (“The Blessed Virgin Mary” Mark 6:2-3); she is not someone to be prayed to; She is not to be elevated as playing an important role in salvation; she is not an intercessor between believers and Christ.  Those are all patently and categorically false and heretical 
11. To elevate her to such a status goes way beyond the scripture
12. You see no further reference to her in the scriptures except Acts 1:14
d. Salome 
1. Jesus’ mother’s sister
2. Her husband was Zebedee
3. Her sons were James and John (Sons of Thunder)
Mark 16:1—When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. 
Matthew 20:20-21—Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down and making a request of Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She *said to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your left.”
e. Mary the wife of Clopas
1. Kept a vigil at Jesus’ tomb (Matt 27:61)
2. Was one of the women at the tomb on Monday morning (Matt 28:1)
3. She tried to tell the disciples that they had seen the risen Christ (Luke 24:10)
4. She is the mother of the apostle James the Less (Mark 15:40)
f. Mary Magdalene
1. Prominent figure in the resurrection narrative
2. Name suggests she is from the village of Magdala
Luke 8:2—and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out
3. There is nothing in the scripture that connect her to prostitution (Luke 7:37-50)
g. One man was in the group—the disciple whom Jesus loved (AKA John) 
John 13:23—There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 
1. Begs the question: where are the other men?
2. There would have been great risk at being associated with a convicted criminal
3. They were close enough to hear the words of Jesus
4. John is commissioned by Jesus to care for Mary
5. Joseph (her husband) was likely dead
6. Mary’s other children were not believers (7:5)
7. They would become believers after the resurrection (Acts 1:14; 1 Cor 15:7)
8. John becomes the son to her in place of Jesus (the oldest boy)
9. The significance of this act has to be underscored.  In the incredible pain, Jesus continues to care for and tenderly love His own
John 13:1—Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
IV. Jesus knowing all things
John 19:28-30—After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
How can we as believers and followers of the Lord Jesus adequately capture the significance and depth of meaning of Christ’s death? Will we ever exhaust the praise and gratitude given for the expression of God’s love for His own?  

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise,
Then when we first begun.

John Newton, 1725-1807
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