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The Gospel of John:
I AM the Resurrection and the Life, Pt. 1
John 11:1-16
Context
So much of John’s gospel account is filled with rich theological truths. Chapter 11 gives us a narrative historical account of one of Jesus’ miracles that in many ways identifies both his Deity as well as His humanity.   It is the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  It is only found in John’s gospel account.  It is climactic and a fitting sign to end John’s list of signs.  

Through this miracle, Jesus and the Father would receive glory, the disciples’ faith would be strengthened, and the final straw that prompted the hostile Jewish leaders to bring about Jesus’ execution.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, p. 453.] 


Three (plus) Important People in the Narrative
I. Lazarus, vv 1-2

John 11:1-2—Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
A. He is not the primary focus of the miracle
1. A certain man—nondescript 
2. Lazarus is a shortened Hebrew form of Eleazar—“God has helped”; “helped by God”
B. From Bethany in Judea
1. Not the same Bethany beyond the Jordan
2. It was a day’s journey from the other Bethany where Jesus was ministering (10:40)
C. He had 2 sisters—Mary and Martha
1. A believing family that was loved by the Lord (v3)
2. People would have known them (Luke 10:38-42)
3. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord and wiped His feet with her hair
(Luke 12:1-11)
4. The synoptic Gospels (written much earlier) included the story (Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9)
D. Don’t know his illness but it was imminent

II. The sisters: Martha and Mary, vv3-6

John 11:3-6—So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was. 

A. They love their brother and send word to the Lord

B. They think that Jesus can heal him because of His deep love

John 11:21—Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 

John 11:32—Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

1. Jesus was a day’s journey from them
2. His condition was not a surprise to the Lord (vv11, 13-14)
3. Lazarus was dead 4 days before Jesus arrives
a. 1 day journey each way
b. Delays for 2 days
4. There was considerable danger for Jesus to travel in the region (v8)

C. The message to Jesus didn’t give details nor a request for Him to do something

1. The appeal is simply based on love
2. Love (phileo)—friendship and affection

Psalm 37:5— Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.

Psalm 46:1—God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.

1 Peter 5:7—casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

D. His sickness is not to end in death

1. Not that He wasn’t going to die
2. But that his death would have an alternative purpose
3. It was for the glory of God

John 9:3—Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

E. Sickness and death can sometimes be God’s will for His people 

John 21:19—Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!”

Exodus 4:11—The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

(Cf Job 1, 2)

John 12:23—And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

John 12:28—Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

F. Jesus loved them—why did John include this in the narrative?

1. Jesus likely spent much time with this family
2. I think to set the stage or clarify what He will do next

G. Jesus stayed two days longer in the place He was—why? 

1. He doesn’t delay to wait for Lazarus to die—he was likely already dead
2. It strengthened the sister’s faith in the Lord by forcing them to trust Him
3. Lazarus was really most sincerely dead 
4. Strengthens the power of the miracle
5. This was all part of God’s timetable

III. The Disciples, vv7-16

John 11:7-16—Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 This He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of sleep.” 12 The disciples then said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He was speaking of literal sleep. 14 So Jesus then said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him.” 16 Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may die with Him.”

A. Jesus tells His disciples, “let’s go”
B. The disciples question Him about the wisdom of going

1. The conditions were not favorable to them given their earlier departure 
2. The current fruitfulness of their work would be abandoned (10:41-42)
3. Lazarus’ condition didn’t seem to warrant the trip (based on their understanding)
4. Couldn’t the Lord heal him from a distance or simply say the word? (4:46-53)
C. Jesus responds with a proverb—Are there not 12 hours in the day?

1. Jews dived daylight hours by 12
2. The meaning of the phrase was signifying the period of time that Jesus had from the Father for His earthly ministry
3. No one can lengthen or shorten a day—true then, true now
a. Disciples concern would not lengthen 
b. Jewish leaders would not shorten
4. Walk in the day and you won’t stumble
a. The Father would safeguard His days
b. Perfectly safe for His time (7:30: 8:20)
5. Darkness (night) would indeed be coming and there would be stumbling of His death

D. This He said, and after that He said… Jesus allows what He said to soak in
E. Lazarus has fallen asleep

1. Sleep was a metaphor or euphemism for death (1 & 2 Kings; 2 Chronicles, et.al.)

1 Thessalonians 4:13-15—But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

2 Peter 3:4—…and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”

2. Jesus will awaken him out of sleep—metaphor for raising him from the dead

3. Jesus needed to clarify their misconception—He plainly tells them Lazarus is dead

a. How did Jesus know that?
b. The messenger didn’t give that detail, as he likely didn’t know that detail when he left Lazarus
c. Jesus is omniscient—a characteristic of God

4. I’m glad for your sakes that I wasn’t there—why?
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]That’s not to say that He rejoiced in his death
b. It was a greater faith builder for them that He raise him vs. heal him
c. Jesus’ time before the cross was short; they needed a boost to endure the coming events

5. The disciples see the determination of Jesus to return to Judea

6. Thomas makes a statement to the other to go with Him
a. Thomas (Hebrew); Didymus (Green)—both meaning “twin”
b. Thomas is often referred to as “the doubter” (John 20:24-28)
c. His statement is both “good and bad”
1. Bad in that it was fairly pessimistic
2. Good in that it showed a loyalty to the Lord

7. They all depart for Bethany

Summary: Are we equally determined to follow Jesus when it doesn’t seem to make sense in the moment or the barriers of life just seem too formidable to press on?  How is the Lord using these types of events to strengthen and deepen our faith to believe Him in all circumstances? Do we genuinely believe that God is sovereignly in control and will not allow any circumstance to either lengthen or shorten our days?  
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