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The Gospel of John:
Come, and You Will See
John 1:38-51
Context  
John A’s purpose for writing is both apologetic (to prove that Jesus is the Christ) and evangelistic (so that you may believe and have life in His name).
John 20:31—These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name
In this section of scripture we identify a small group of true believers—Andrew, John, Peter, Philip, Nathanael (Bartholomew).  These are Galilean fishermen whom God calls and become disciples of Jesus and later apostles. A rather unusual group of men who were not part of the religious establishment become the first preachers and missionaries of the glorious gospel of Christ.      
I Corinthians 1:26-29—For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.
1 Corinthians 1:31— so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”
3 Requirements of Salvation
I. A genuine seeker
John 1:35-42—Again the next day John [B] was standing with two of his disciples [Andrew and John], 36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 And Jesus turned and saw them following, and *said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, “Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He found first his own brother Simon and *said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  
What do you seek?—the first words spoken by Jesus in John A’s account was a master question.   Wherein lies a hidden promise and the greatest treasure any man can find.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The Interpretation of St. John’s Gospel, pp 145-146] 

A. Andrew and John A.
John 1:38—And Jesus turned and saw them following, and *said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, “Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?” 
John 1:39—He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.
John 1:45—Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
John 1:47—Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
Jeremiah 29:13—You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 

B. Simon Peter

Matthew 7:7—“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

John 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.

II. A calling Savior
John 1:43-51—The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip *said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and *said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael *said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” 50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
A. Jesus takes the initiative to call Philip

John 1:43—The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.”
The fact that Jesus calls Philip (distinct from the others who are brought to the Lord by another) only refers to human contact, not the sovereign divine election by God.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John MacArthur, John 1-11, 70.] 

John 1:47—Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and *said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
B. Philip finds Nathanael (Bartholomew is the name used in the synoptic gospels.)

He was from a very small fishing village named Cana (21:2).

John 1:45—Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

The Law and the Prophets—common NT designation of the OT (Matthew 5:17; 7:12; 11:13; 22:40; Luke 16:16, et.al.).  Jesus fulfills all the OT claims regarding the Messiah (5:39; Deut 18:15-19; Luke 24:25-27, 44-47; Acts 10:43; 18:28; 26:22-23; Rom 1:2, 1 Cor 15:3-4, et.al).  

Nazareth—an insignificant town where Jesus grew up.  Nowhere is it mentioned in the OT, which may be in part why Nathanael makes his scathing comment about it.  Cana was about 10 miles north, which may have additionally lead to his comment as they may have been rivalry.  
C. Jesus knows Nathanael
John 1:47—Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and *said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
Who really found whom? Although Nathanael came to Jesus through Philip’s testimony, it only happens because Jesus had first sought him. [footnoteRef:3] “It was not Jesus who was lost”[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Ibid, 71.]  [4:  The New American Commentary, 146.] 

THE Son of God—a title affirming Jesus’ absolute equality with God (6:69; 11:27; Matt 14:33; 16:16).
THE King of Israel—The OT describes the Messiah with this title. 

Psalm 2:6-7—“But as for Me, I have installed My King
Upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 7 “I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.
Zephaniah 3:15—The LORD has taken away His judgments against you, He has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; You will fear disaster no more.
Zechariah 9:9—Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Micah 5:2—“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.”
John 12:13—…took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel.” 
D. Jesus’ response
John 1:50-51—Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Genesis 28:12—He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
Son of Man—Jesus’ favorite way of referring to Himself (80 times in the Gospels/13 times in John).  Most of John’s references are to his suffering and death (3:14; 8:28; 12:34), salvation (6:27, 53) and judgment (5:27; 9:35, 39).

III. A faithful preacher 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]John B tells 2 of his disciples, v 37
· Andrew tells Simon Peter, v 42
· Philip tells Nathanael, v 45
Romans 10:14-15—How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”
Matthew 28:19-20—Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
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