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Abraham—One Who Was Justified by Faith
Romans 4:1-25
Categories of the lost
1. The immoral (Romans 1:18-32)
2. The moral (Romans 2:1-16)
3. The religious (Romans 2:17-29)
Therefore, everyone is lost (Romans 3:1-20)
The righteousness of Christ is available for all who will repent and believe
Romans 3:21-22—But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction
Key Theological Terms:
· Justification—made and declared righteous by God
· Redemption—your sin has been paid for by the shed blood of Jesus
· Propitiation—God’s wrath against sin has been fully satisfied 
3 Advantages of Being Justified by Faith
I. Righteousness is credited to our account 
A. Abraham as an example
Genesis 6:5—Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
Genesis 12:1-3—Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 
Genesis 15:17-18—It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates…”
Romans 11:25-29—For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
Genesis 15:5-6—And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
Ephesians 2:8-9—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
B. Being declared righteous before a Holy God is an incredible gift
Logizomai - credited – (v. 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 22, 23, 24) and count (v. 8) 
“…to credit something is to confer a status that was not there before”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Romans 1-7 For You, Tim Keller, p. 96] 

Romans 4:5—But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness…
C. Salvation is often misunderstood     
If there is any doctrine that the chief enemy of man and of God desires to undercut and distort, it is the doctrine of salvation.  If Satan can cause confusion and error in regard to that doctrine, he has succeeded in keeping men in their sin and under divine judgment and condemnation.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans 1-8, p. 231] 

Romans 4:2—For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
Romans 4:4-5—Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness…
Anyone who asks one of these questions to a random sample of church-going people will be surprised at the large number who say one of:
(a) Because I have tried my best to be a good Christian
(b) Because I believe in God and try to do his will
(c) Because I believe in God with all my heart
This is not a trick question. It reveals common misconceptions about what it means to believe, to have faith. Answer (a) is a ‘salvation by works’ answer. Answer (b) is a ‘salvation by faith plus works’ answer. Answer (c) is a ‘salvation by faith as a work’ answer. In each case, the person is religious, but it not someone who ‘does not work’ (v. 5); they have not done a real trust transfer. In the last case, the person has even come to trust in his or her trust! But each alternative misses the glorious release of the gospel. These false understandings of saving faith will lead to insecurity, anxiety, a lack of assurance, possible spiritual pride, touchiness to criticism, and a devastation in light of any moral lapses!
What saving faith is makes a total difference. If faith equals obedience, you are placing your faith in yourself and your abilities. This will lead to boasting and pride (or to despair and self-hatred if you fail). But if faith equals trust in God’s promise to save, then you are placing your faith in God and his ability. That leads to humility and confidence – which is…what ‘Abraham…discovered’.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Romans 1-7 For You, Tim Keller, pp 99-100] 

D. The OT confirms the same doctrinal truth
Romans 4:6-8—just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, And whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.” 
II. We are children of Abraham 
A. Paul identifies the clear order of Abraham’s justification and circumcision
Romans 4:9-10—Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised…
B. As believers, we affirm that Abraham is our father as well
Romans 4:11—…and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them.
C. This process demonstrates the goodness and grace of God
Romans 4:16—For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all…
D. God gives life to the dead
Romans 4:17—(as it is written, “A father of many nations have I made you”) in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist. 
Ephesians 2:1-5—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) …
Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son
III. We give glory to God
A. Even when doubt erodes our confidence in God’s word

v. 19—Without becoming weak in faith…

B. Even when the current situation suggests otherwise

Romans 4:19—Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb

C. Because His promises are reliable 
Romans 4:20—yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God
D. Because He is utterly faithful 
Romans 4:21—and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 
E. Because historical events ought to fuel our worship
Romans 4:23-25—Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 He who was delivered over because of our wrongdoings, and was raised because of our justification.
All Scripture has universal application (cf. 15:4, 2 Tim 3:16-17), and Abraham’s experience is no exception.  If Abraham was justified by faith, then all others are justified on the same basis.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The MacArthur Study Bible] 
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