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Living Life Together by Rejoicing in a Shepherd Who Provides
3 principles to help us grow together as we stand in awe of the provision of Christ:
I. Beware of the Tendency to Grumble
A. Even after their great deliverance
Philippians 4:6-7 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
B. Our grumbling frequently glorifies the past in ways that are disconnected from reality.
Exodus 16:3a - The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full…
Exodus 2:23 - And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God.
C. Our grumbling also frequently exaggerates the future
Exodus 16:3b - for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.
D. Grumbling is ultimately directed at God’s love for us and His willingness to provide
15:24 - So the people grumbled at Moses…
16:2 - The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled at Moses and Aaron in the wilderness
16:7 - and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, for He hears your grumblings against the Lord; and what are we, that you grumble against us?
16:9 - Say to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, “Come near before the Lord, for He has heard your grumblings.”
16:8 - Your grumblings are not against us but against the Lord.
II. Celebrate a Shepherd who Sustains Life
Exodus 16:13-15 - …in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness there was a fine flake-like thing, fine as the frost on the ground. When the sons of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat.”
A. By sustaining His people daily
1. as a test
Exodus 16:4 - Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.
2. as an opportunity to trust
Exodus 16:19-20 - Moses said to them, “Let no man leave any of it until morning.” But they did not listen to Moses, and some left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and became foul; and Moses was angry with them.
3. as an opportunity to be humbled
Deuteronomy 8:3 - He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.
B. By pointing to the Bread of Life
John 6:28 - “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?”
John 6:29 - Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”
1. In whom you must first repent and believe
John 6:30-31 - So they said to Him, “What then do You do for a sign, so that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.’ ”
John 6:32-33 - Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.”
John 6:37 - All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
2. Who provides daily spiritual food
John 6:35 - Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.”
3. Who promises eternal life
John 6:47-50 - Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.
I am the bread of life (6:35)
I am the light of the world (8:12)
I am the door of the sheep (10:7, 9)
I am the good shepherd (10:11, 14)
I am the resurrection and the life (11:25)
I am the way, the truth, and the life (14:6)
I am the true vine (15:1, 5)
John 18:5 - He said to them, “I am” 
John 18:6 - So when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
4. on the basis of His finished work on the cross
John 6:53-54 - So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
C. This should cause all of us to examine our diet
1. Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your bread of Life?
2. Are you finding your joy and satisfaction in Him?
Augustine – “You made us for yourself and our hearts find no rest until they find their rest in you” (Confessions, 1.1).
3. Are you trusting Him for your daily provision?
III. Worship a Shepherd Who Offers You Rest
A. Don’t forget the way Pharaoh shepherded you
Exodus 5:4 - But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from their work? Get back to your labors!”
B. Stand in awe of the beauty of the Sabbath
Exodus 16:23-24 - then he said to them, “This is what the Lord meant: Tomorrow is a sabbath observance, a holy sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you will bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over put aside to be kept until morning.” So they put it aside until morning, as Moses had ordered, and it did not become foul nor was there any worm in it.
C. Learn to find rest in our Savior
Matthew 11:28-30 - Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. 
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