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The Gospel of John: 
Jesus Gloried in the Crucifixion 
John 19:16-30
Context
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is at the heart of redemptive history.  It is the very pinnacle of our faith. In John’s narrative account, the trial is over and he is now recording the events of the crucifixion. John 19:16 says, “So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.”  
John does not want his readers to focus on the specifics of the death as much as he wants you to see the glory of Christ.  He is to be glorified in all things—especially His redeeming work of atonement.  
Christ the Messiah is glorified in a number of ways
I. Specific Fulfillments
John 19:17-18, 23-25a—They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18 There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between.… 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: “THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS.” 25 Therefore the soldiers did these things. 
II. The Inscription
John 19:19-22—Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It was written, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 20 Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”
III. Jesus’ selfless love for Mary
John 19:25b-27—But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He *said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then He *said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own household.
A. But standing by the cross was Mary
1. John is making the sharp contrast between the callous indifferent ones (v25a) and the compassionate loved and loyal followers
2. These ladies were standing by
a. Salome 
1. Jesus’ mother’s sister
2. Her husband was Zebedee
3. Her sons were James and John (Sons of Thunder)
b. Mary the wife of Clopas
c. Mary Magdalene
B. One man was in the group—the disciple whom Jesus loved (AKA John) 
John 13:23—There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 
1. John is commissioned by Jesus to care for Mary
2. Joseph (her husband) was likely dead
3. Mary’s other children were not believers (7:5)
4. They would become believers after the resurrection (Acts 1:14; 1 Cor 15:7)
5. John becomes the son to her in place of Jesus (the oldest boy)
6. The significance of this act has to be underscored.  In the incredible pain, Jesus continues to care for and tenderly love His own
John 13:1—Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
C. Jesus: Woman, behold your son!
1. Why does He call his mother “woman”?
John 2:4—And Jesus *said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come.” 
a. Unlike what we might think of it today, it is not a negative term, not harsh or disrespectful 
b. It is a term of dignity; respect
c. We know that because of what follows
2. Her relationship with her son changed when He began His ministry
Matthew 12:48-50—But Jesus answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” 49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.”
2 Cor 5:16—Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.
D. Jesus’ display of love is extraordinary 
1. As He is dying, He is caring for His own
2. That love was seen throughout the night (13:1)
a. Washed their feet (lowly service)
b. Don’t let your hearts be troubled…I’m going to prepare a place for you (14:1-3) (elevated service)
c. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you (14:18)
d. Etc.
IV. Jesus knowing all things
John 19:28-30—After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
A. Jesus knowing that all things…
1. Clearly pointing to Jesus’ omniscience (deity)
2. He knows the plan of God exactly
B. Knowing that all things had already been accomplished
John 17:4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 
1. Only one thing remained  
2. One prophecy had yet to be fulfilled
Psalm 69:21—They also gave me gall for my food And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
C. He says: I am thirsty
1. This prompts the soldier (or another) to give Him a drink
2. They give Him sour wine upon a hyssop branch 
a. The soldiers would drink cheap sour wine 
b. Not the same as what Jesus refused earlier (gall); that was used to help deaden the pain while being nailed to the cross
c. He would drink the full cup of the Father’s wrath poured out against sin
3. Reminiscent of the first Passover with the blood on the doorpost
Exodus 12:22—You shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the door of his house until morning.
D. It is finished! (Tetelestai)
1. He said with a loud cry
Matthew 27:50—And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 
Mark 15:37—And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last.
2. This was a shout of triumph!
a. Sin was atoned for (Heb 9:12; 10:12)
b. Satan was defeated (Heb 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18-20)
c. He completed all of what God’s law required (Rom 3:25)
d. God’s holy wrath against sin had been appeased (Heb 2:17; 1 Jn 2:2, 4:10)
e. Every prophecy fulfilled
3. As such, there is nothing more to do.  There is no double imputation
4. Salvation is entirely a gift from God appropriated by faith
Ephesians 2:8-9— For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
5. Mission accomplished
E. He bowed His head and gave up His spirit
1. Jesus was no victim.  He willingly voluntarily chose to surrender His life
2. It was a conscious act of His own sovereign will
John 10:18—No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.
3. He died “sooner” than what was normal
Mark 15:43-45—Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead. 45 And ascertaining this from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. 
a. Giving up His life vs suffering the effects of the cruelty
b. The fact that He yells is also an indication that He wasn’t at the point of physical death 
Conclusion
How can a redeemed sinner ever fully express the depth and significance of Christ’s work?   

2 Corinthians 5:18-20—Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Revelation 1:5-6—and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood— 6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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