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God’s Reigning Grace
Rom 5:20-21
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hebrews 4:14-16—Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
G – God’s
R – Riches
A – at 
C – Christ’s 
E – Expense
Grace defined—The words most relevant to an understanding of the biblical concept of grace include the Hebrew roots ḥnn [chen] (‘to be gracious’ or ‘to show favour’) and ḥsd[chesed] (‘loving-kindness’ or ‘goodness’)…and the Greek term charis (‘grace’).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  New Dictionary of Biblical Theology and New Testament in Hellenistic Greek] 

2 Major Aspects of God’s Reigning Grace
I. The Action of God’s Grace
A. Its meaning
1. To exercise authority at a royal level, be king, rule
2. To obtain power, become king
3. To rule, to reign as king, to be in control in an absolute manner, to control completely[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 

B. Its Importance
Romans 5:20-21—The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C.  Its Relation to the Law
Romans 5:20—The Law came in so that transgression would increase…
Romans 5:13—…for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Romans 7:8—But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 
Galatians 3:24—Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 
Romans 5:20—The Law came in so that transgression would increase… 
II. The Outcome of God’s Grace
Romans 5:21—…so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
A. Positional Righteousness
Romans 5:1-2—Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 
B. Practical Righteousness	
2 Peter 3:18—…but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
1 Peter 2:2-3—like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation
James 1:25—But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.
[i.e. In Marriage]…“One of the most significant problems in marriage is that there is no economy of grace.  With all their obvious difficulties, what is most shocking is the profound gracelessness of their marriage.  And because they are not daily soaking in the fountain of God’s grace, they do not extend it to one another.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Paul Tripp, Instruments In the Hands of A Redeemer, pp. 32-33] 
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