


The Gospel of John:
I AM the Resurrection and the Life, Pt. 2
John 11:17-36
Context
The bible is very clear that death comes to all men and we have no control over it.  
Hebrews 9:27—And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment

Ecclesiastes 8:8—No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it.

Job 18:14—He is torn from the security of his tent, And they march him before the king of terrors.

Job 14:1-2—Man, who is born of woman, Is short-lived and full of turmoil. 2 “Like a flower he comes forth and withers. He also flees like a shadow and does not remain.”

Psalm 90:10—As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, Or if due to strength, eighty years, Yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; For soon it is gone and we fly away.

Ecclesiastes 2:18-19—Thus I hated all the fruit of my labor for which I had labored under the sun, for I must leave it to the man who will come after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting wisely under the sun. This too is vanity.

Job 1:21—“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”

I Timothy 6:7—For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.

Luke 12:20—But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 

So with the time we do have on this earth, the wise man will take heart to prepare to meet his Maker (cf. Amos 4:12). That said, death does not have the final say.  

I Corinthians 15:56-57—The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus is the resurrection and the life (v25).  That is demonstrated beautifully with the resurrection of Lazarus who was dead for four days.  

This miracle serves as a transition from His public ministry to His private ministry to the disciples.  Jesus will soon depart.  As such, He needs to prepare them for what is to come.  These verses help us see the tender care of our Savior.  
Three ways Jesus shows tender care
Jesus shows up, vv 17-19

John 11:17-19—So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off; 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. 
Dead for four days
Rabbinical tradition suggests that the spirit hovered around the body for 2-3 days
No possibility of “swooning”
Clear decomposition would have naturally occurred (cf. v39)
No question as to his condition nor the need for the miraculous to revive him

The Location: Bethany was near Jerusalem (about two miles)
There was in potential “danger” (cf. v8)
This location was a prime spot for many to visit to and from the feasts

Many Jews had come to console the family (well know and possibly wealthy (cf. 12:1-3)
They were coming to comfort
What they would get was an opportunity to witness an incredible miracle
No one was able to refute it (v47) 

The Jews would typically bury the same day as death 

Acts 5:5-6, 10—And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and great fear came over all who heard of it. 6 The young men got up and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him. …10 And immediately she fell at his feet and breathed her last, and the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

Jews did not embalm
It was a hot, arid climate
Thirty days of mourning; most intense occurring in the first seven days
This explains why there were still people around 4 days following his death

Jesus is The Resurrection and The Life, vv20-27

John 11:20-27—Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary stayed at the house. 21 Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.”

Martha goes out to meet the Lord; Mary stays 
Martha is active 
Distracted with all her preparations (cf. Luke 10:38-42)
Demanding

Mary is quiet
Seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His words, (v39)
Jewish custom was to have family sit while others console/serve

Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died
I don’t think this is an rebuke
Expression of their grief
Combined with faith

You can ask the Father and He will give it (v22)
She apparently didn’t think Jesus could raise her brother then 
It’s possible that didn’t even cross her mind
Later hesitation when the tomb was opened (v39)
She knew Jesus had a unique relationship with the Father

Your Brother will rise again give it (v22)
Jesus mean immediately
She understood it to be later—at the end of the age
(Job 19:25-27; Psalms 16:10; Daniel 12:2)
That would have been taught earlier by Jesus (cf 5:21, 25-29; 6:39-40, 44, 54)

I AM the resurrection and the life
The fifth of seven I AM statements Jesus makes in John’s gospel
Martha was thinking of the future; Jesus has no time restrictions
This is a personal belief that Jesus is to be trusted as THE One over life and death

He who believes in Me will live (v25)
The one who believes in Jesus will live even if he dies physically because He will raise him on the last day 
And since everyone who lives and believes in Him has eternal life, they will never die spiritually since eternal life cannot be extinguished by physical life.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, p. 464.] 

Death where is your sting? (I Corinthians 15:55).
The question was deeper than the moment
The bigger question is for Martha’s soul for eternity

After calling Him Lord, she confessed that (v27):
He was the Christ (or the Messiah)
He was the Son of God
He was the “One who comes into the world” (the Deliverer sent by God)

Jesus shows deep compassion, vv28-36
John 11:28-36—When she had said this, she went away and called Mary her sister, saying secretly, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and was coming to Him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and consoling her, when they saw that Mary got up quickly and went out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was troubled, 34 and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews were saying, “See how He loved him!” 
Martha calls her sister secretly

She may have wanted to allow Mary a private audience with Jesus
She may have been trying to protect Jesus given the angry Jewish leaders

Her attempts to leave unnoticed didn’t work
Those consoling her got up and followed
It would have been the practice to go to the tomb to weep (cf. 2 Samuel 3:32)
It would make sense that since they were there to console, they would go

God’s sovereign hand at work
God is orchestrating every detail
Because they go, there would be many additional witnesses to the miracle

Mary falls at His feet
Overcome with grief
Weeping—to wail, or to lament loudly
Jewish custom would have (perhaps hired) at least two flute players and a professional wailing woman present
Because of their likely wealth, there likely would have been many (v19)
Repeats the same thing as her sister (perhaps because her sister has been reciting it at home)
Again, I don’t think a rebuke, but an expression of her sorrow

Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and was troubled
Deeply moved (embrimaomai)—“snort like a horse” 
It’s used elsewhere in Scripture translated “sternly warned” or “scolding” (Matthew 9:30; Mark 1:43; 14:5).
Carries with it a sense of anger
Why this word?
Perhaps Jesus is angry over the painful reality of sin and death
Perhaps because they are acting like pagan with no hope.  

1 Thessalonians 4:13—But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.
 
Troubled (Tarasso)—intense reaction; strong emotions
Matthew 2:3—When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  (Cf. Matthew 14:26; Luke 1:12; 24:38; John 12:27; 13:21)

Jesus wept (rare word; used only here in the NT)—silently bursting into tears
Different from the other mourners
Moved by His love and by his grief over the effects of sin
Helps us understand the humanity of Jesus 

Isaiah 53:3b—A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief

The stage is set to substantiate His claim as the Resurrection and the life


