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The Gospel of John:
Miracle at Cana
John 2:1-11
Context  
John A’s purpose for writing is both apologetic (to prove that Jesus is the Christ) and evangelistic (so that you may believe and have life in His name).
John 20:31—These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name
We saw in the first chapter of John’s gospel account that Jesus is the Messiah. He is the Christ or the anointed One.  John provides examples of verbal testimonies supporting that claim from himself, JTB, Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael.   In this section, he gives us testimony from the works of Jesus.  
Throughout the gospel account, John will use both the words of Jesus as well as His works to give further evidence.  There are eight miracle accounts that John will give us to support his argument.  Chapter two starts with miracle number one.  
John 21:25—And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written.
Outline
· Chapter 1—verbal testimony (from eye witness accounts)
· Chapters 2-12—public ministry (crowds, people of Israel)
· Chapters 13-17—private ministry (Upper Room to the apostles)
· Chapters 18-21—death, resurrection, post-resurrection appearances
4 notable features of Jesus’ first miracle
I. The wedding itself
John 2:1-2—On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 
· The third day—dating back to Philip and Nathanael (1:43-51); from the start of JTBs conversation with the Jewish delegation (1:19) to the wedding is one week
· Cana of Galilee—small fishing village 9 miles north of Nazareth. Home of Nathanael (21:2). Given the proximity to Nazareth and the few number of people living in the region, it’s not surprising that an intimate event like a wedding would include Mary, Jesus, Nathanael, and the other Galileans.
A. Historical understanding

1. Major social event 
2. Lasting as long as a week
3. Paid for by the groom/groom’s family
4. Included a betrothal period (often lasted for several months) where the couple were considered “married” (Matt 1:19)
5. Divorce was the only means of terminating the betrothal
6. The culmination of the betrothal period was the wedding (Matthew 25:1-10)
B. Biblical significance 

Marriage is a condition of life designed by God, ordained by God, and authenticated in an open, public covenant. It is the highest and noblest and best of all human relationships.[footnoteRef:1]  It is a common grace and considered to be “the grace of life”. 

1 Peter 3:7—You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.
 [1:  The Beginning of Miracles, John MacArthur, December 9, 2012, www.gty.org] 

1. Common Grace—a grace gift from God to all people without regard to whether they believe in Him (i.e. the beauty of the world, rain, music, medicine, love, etc.)
2. Marriage is God’s best common grace (rooted in creation, Genesis 2)
3. It is the shadow of the substance of Christ and the church (Ephesians 5)
4. A society that honors God’s design for marriage will be blessed temporally
II. The “unexpected” problem 
John 2:3-5—When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 
A. Why is this an issue?  

· Social embarrassment
· Potentially demonstrates that the groom can’t provide for his bride
· Puts an end to the celebration
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One in which people will likely remember and speak poorly of in the future


B. Significance of wine

· Staple drink in the ancient world
· There was no refrigeration then so fermentation was inevitable
· People would not drink water because it was contaminated; People were not to get drunk because it was a sin. Therefore, they purified the water with wine to address both issues. 
· Note that the subsequent miracle (as is true for all of Jesus’ miracles) met a genuine need.

C. Mary is asked to intervene

· Mary is likely a widow at this point.  Her husband Joseph died (19:27)
· Jesus, as the firstborn son, would have been the provider
· Jesus would have been the go-to person with THE best solution to any problem Mary experienced.  
D. Jesus’ response—Woman, what does that have to do with us?

· Although not intimate (“Woman”), it was a polite, and signaled a major change in their relationship.  
· Much like “ma’am” today
· A common expression at the time; literally, “What to me and to you?”[footnoteRef:2]  IOW, what do we have in common? [2:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p, 79.] 

· What they did have in common is no longer what is defining their relationship.  Earthly relationships no longer determine Jesus’ response.  He was about His Father’s business, not his mothers. 

Matthew 12:47-50—Someone said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You.” 48 But Jesus answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” 49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.” (c.f Mark 3:31-35)

Luke 11:27-28—While Jesus was saying these things, one of the women in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You and the breasts at which You nursed.” 28 But He said, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.”

My hour has not yet come—Jesus’ death and glorification (7:6, 8, 30, et al.)

E. Mary’s response—Whatever He says to you, do it 
· Servants (diakonois)—from which we get the word deacon. 

III. The miracle solution 

John 2:6-10—Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it to him. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” 

· Stone water pots—were used for the Jewish custom of purification ceremonial washings were an important part of Judaism 

Mark 7:3-4—(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; 4 and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 

· So they filled them up to the brim—this detail is not insignificant. No one could claim that they simply added wine to the water pots; there would have been no room.  
· The miracle was unassuming and was understated (only the servants knew)
· The amount of wine was likely 120-180 gallons.  Jesus’ gracious gift to this couple (saving them from embarrassment) and their guests (the party could continue).  
IV. The implication
John 2:11—This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.
· Manifested His glory—Jesus put his divine ability on display.  Only God could do the miraculous.
2 Corinthians 4:4—…in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
· His disciples’ believed in Him—the disciples heard JTBs testimony, the words of Jesus direction, and now witnessed the first of many miracles. As such, they believed. 
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