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Building His Church
Matthew 16:13-28
Annual Theme: Build Carefully
1 Corinthians 3:10-11—…each man must be careful how he builds on it.  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Context of Matthew 16
At this point in the narrative, the Jewish leaders had officially rejected Christ as their Messiah (Matthew 12).  They commit the unpardonable sin of attributing the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan.  The Jewish people (including the Disciples) were looking for the Messiah to establish a physical Jewish kingdom and crush the ruling Roman empire.  That is not materializing and the Disciples do not understand.  Jesus takes them to Caesarea Philippi specifically to teach them what must occur in His building project.  

God has always been a builder
· Genesis 1:12—In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.
 
· Colossians 1:16—For  by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 

· Matthew 21:42-43—Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.”
principles related to Jesus’ building project of the church
I. Building occurs with certainty
Matthew 16:18—I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
Titus 1:1-2—Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,
2 Timothy 1:9—who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
Hebrew 13:20—Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep [a]through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,
John 17:24—Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
John 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
1 Corinthians 15:28—When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.
II. Building occurs with Intimacy
A. Ekklēsia—a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly 
Acts 11:26—and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.
1 Peter 2:9—But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light


[bookmark: _GoBack]B. “My church”
Acts 20:28—Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
John 10:14— I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me
John 10:27—My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me
III.  Building occurs with identity 
1 Corinthians 15:54-55—But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 
2 Corinthians 5:8—We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
Acts 2:24—But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 
Hebrews 2:14—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil
IV. Building occurs with invincibility 
John 6:40—For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.
2 Corinthians 5:20-21—Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
Matthew 16:22—Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” 
Matthew 16:23—But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.” 
Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
V. Building with authority
Matthew 16:19— I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth [n]shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth [o]shall have been loosed in heaven. 
Ephesians 2:11-14—Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall
Acts 2:41—So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 
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