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The Gospel of John: 
Christ has power over death 
John 19:31-42
Context
Statistically 100% of the people born die.  That may be a hard statement, but it is an indisputable fact.  To be mindful of our mortality is a good thing.  

Job 14:1-2—Man, who is born of woman, Is short-lived and full of turmoil. 2 “Like a flower he comes forth and withers. He also flees like a shadow and does not remain.
James 4:14—Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 
Death casts a long shadow (Cf Ps 23:40) over every aspect of man’s existence.  It ends his dreams, mocks his hopes, and fills him with dread.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 11-21, 360] 


Ecclesiastes 8:8— No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it.
Hebrews 9:27—And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment
I Corinthians 15:21-22—For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
Romans 5:12— Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned
1 Corinthians 15:26—The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 
Job 18:14—He is torn from the security of his tent, And they march him before the king of terrors.
Hebrews 2:15— and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
People seek refuge in all sorts of things as a means of relief.  They seek comfort in material goods (Luke 12:16-20), hedonism (Is 22:13, 1 Cor 15:20), and false religion (Gen 3:4).
The gospel comes as good news in stark contrast to false hopes.  Jesus has conquered death.  And because He lives, we too shall live. 

John 8:51—Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.
John 11:25—Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,
2 Timothy 1:10—but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
Hebrews 2:14-15—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 
1 Corinthians 15:55-57—O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The greatness and power of Jesus is seen even over all of the events of His life as well as His death.  It is in the details following His death that again point to His glory and sovereign control over all things. 
     


Christ is glorified even following His death
I. His power over the circumstances 
John 19:31-37—Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. 36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED.”

A. Death does not come as a surprise to Jesus
1. It usually does for others
2. For Jesus, it is exactly on time and according to plan
John 10:17-18—For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.
John 19:30—Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
3. Although there were many attempts to take His life earlier, each failed; it was not His time
4. He was crucified at the third hour (9:00am)
Mark 15:25—It was the third hour when they crucified Him.
5. He died at the ninth hour (3:00pm)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mark 15:34—At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” which is translated, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”
6. He was on the cross for roughly 6 hours
7. Typical crucifixions would last sometimes for days
8. The robbers next to Jesus were still alive after Jesus died (v32)
9. Pilate wondered if He was already dead (Mark 15:44-45)
10. Note: Jesus gave up His life to death when He willed to do so
B. The Jews did not want to be defiled so they wanted the bodies removed
1. It was late in the afternoon
2. It was the day of preparation for the Passover (a High Holy Day)
3. Sabbath began at sundown and they were in a hurry 
4. Romans usually left crucified bodies on the cross to rot; a further message to the public on crossing Rome
5. They have concerns that Jesus lingering for days would defile their land
Deuteronomy 21:22-23—If a man has committed a sin worthy of death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.


6. They seemingly didn’t care about what Rome did to those crucified; but they did for Jesus as a Jew and their own defilement
7. They were zealous to make sure and observe the law while hypocritically killing the One who gave and fulfilled it
8. They were blinded to their hypocrisy but in their blindness, fulfilled prophecy
C. Breaking the legs of the crucified would bring imminent death
1. It meant smashing the femurs of the victims with an iron mallet
2. It would have been additional shock, blood loss, but hasten asphyxiation
3. They would have to use their arms to pull them up to breath and when that failed, they suffocated
4. They broke the legs of the other two men being crucified
D. Jesus was already dead and no bones were broken
1. The soldiers were expert killers; this was their job
2. There was no motivation for lying or pretending He died when he did not
Mark 15:44-45—Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead. 45 And ascertaining this from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.
3. Jesus did not “go into a coma” and later revive after He gets to the tomb
4. He died on Friday as prophesied
5. He would rise in three days so the death would occur on schedule


6. The Passover Lamb would have no broken bones
Exodus 12:46— It is to be eaten in a single house; you are not to bring forth any of the flesh outside of the house, nor are you to break any bone of it. 
Numbers 9:12—They shall leave none of it until morning, nor break a bone of it; according to all the statute of the Passover they shall observe it. 
Psalm 34:20—He keeps all his bones, Not one of them is broken.
7. All of this again fulfills prophecy
E. They would pierce His side
1. This would fulfill prophecy
Zechariah 12:10—“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn. 
2. There will be a time in the future where the Jews (and Gentiles) will look on Him and morn
Revelation 1:7—BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.
F. Blood and water came out of the piercing
1. Physiologically this would confirm death
2. What literally caused Jesus’ death?
3. Prior to death, the sustained rapid heartbeat caused by hypovolemic shock also causes fluid to gather in the sack around the heart and around the lungs. This gathering of fluid in the membrane around the heart is called pericardial effusion, and the fluid gathering around the lungs is called pleural effusion. This explains why, after Jesus died and a Roman soldier thrust a spear through Jesus’ side, piercing both the lungs and the heart, blood and water came from His side just as John recorded in his Gospel[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Why did blood and water come out of Jesus’ side when He was pierced? | GotQuestions.org] 


4. Did the heart burst from the tremendous mental agony and sorrow with the work of bearing sins and the Father forsaking Him?  

G. The testimony of the witness is true
1. John is giving first hand witness to what is occurring
2. He is telling the truth
3. This is an accurate historical rendering of the events
4. God in His mercy granted us this verifiable evidence corroborating the events
5. Purpose: so that you might believe (20:31)

II. Jesus’ burial 

John 19:38-42—After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took away His body. 39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

III.  Jesus’ resurrection 
John 20:1-10—Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene *came early to the tomb, while it *was still dark, and *saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she *ran and *came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and *said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also *came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he *saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.

Conclusion
The power of the sinless Son of God suffering at the hands of wicked men in no way thwarts His purposes.  We see His glory manifested in His death; we see His glory manifested in the events immediately following His death in the burial; and we will see His glory manifested in the resurrection.  

Ephesians 1:10b-12—In Him 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 
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