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The Power of the Cross
1 Corinthians 1:10-31
3 ways we pursue power
I. Seeking the wrong power 
A. Power that comes from certain gifts/giftedness
1 Corinthians 1:12—Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.”
B. Power that comes from our connection with people
1 Corinthians 1:13-16—Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one would say you were baptized in my name. Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.
C. Power that deceives and ultimately divides
1 Corinthians 1:10-11—Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.
D. Power that nullifies 
1 Corinthians 1:17—For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void
II.  Seeking the right power
A. Power to save to believers
1 Corinthians 1:18b—…but to us who are being saved it is the power of God…
Romans 10:9-10—…that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation…
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
1 Corinthians 1:21—For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
1 Corinthians 1:24-25—…but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
B. Power that is considered foolishness to unbelievers 
1 Corinthians 1:18a—For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing…
1. The cross was …
a. an instrument of death, not life
b. an instrument of shame, not glory
c. an instrument of ending things, not beginning things
Acts 5:34-39—But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with these men. For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about four hundred men joined up with him. But he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some people after him; he too perished, and all those who followed him were scattered. So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God.”
2. A crucified dead man can rescue no one—including himself 
Matthew 27:42—He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him
1 Corinthians 1:19-20—For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
1 Corinthians 1:22-23—For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness…
III.  Seeking the glory of God through the cross’ power 
A. Your calling exalts God
1 Corinthians 1:26-29—For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God.
Romans 5:8—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
B. Your calling was accomplished through His doing
1 Corinthians 1:30—But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption
Ephesians 1:4-6— just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
C. Your calling is intended to unify
1 Corinthians 1:31—so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1:10—Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 4:11-13—And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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