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The Gospel of John: Death Defeated
John 19:31-20:10
Context
An indisputable certainty of life is that it will someday end. To be mindful of our mortality is a good thing.  
Job 14:1-2—Man, who is born of woman, Is short-lived and full of turmoil. 2 “Like a flower he comes forth and withers. He also flees like a shadow and does not remain.
James 4:14—Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 
Ecclesiastes 8:8—No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it
Hebrews 9:27—And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment
People seek refuge in all sorts of things as a means of relief.  They seek comfort in material goods (Luke 12:16-20), hedonism (Is 22:13, 1 Cor 15:20), and false religion (Gen 3:4).
The gospel comes as good news in stark contrast to false hopes.  Jesus has conquered death.  And because He lives, we too shall live. 
The greatness and power of Jesus is seen even over all of the events of His life as well as His death.  It is in the details following His death that again point to His glory and sovereign control over all things.      
Christ is glorified even following His death
I. His power over the circumstances 
John 19:31-37—Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. 36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED.”
II. Jesus’ burial 
John 19:38-42—After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took away His body. 39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
A. Jesus’ divine power over death
1. Controlling the details of his death
2. Controlling the circumstances of His burial 
Isaiah 53:9—His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.
a. Romans typically did not bury insurrectionists
b. Jews would bury anyone but criminals in a separate location outside of Jerusalem
c. Deceased criminals would typically be thrown in Gehenna 
Gehenna, or the valley of Hinnom, is an actual valley in the city of Jerusalem. In Israel's past, it was used as a place of child sacrifice. From the reign of Josiah onward, it was used as a garbage dump where the fires burned the refuse continuously. Jesus used it as an illustration of the final judgment of the wicked. Gehenna is the permanent place where both the body and the soul are reunited to spend eternity apart from God. It is located outside the new Jerusalem, the place where believers will be with the Lord.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  What Is Gehenna? (blueletterbible.org)] 

d. How was Jesus to be buried with a rich man?
i. Jesus didn’t come from a wealthy family
ii. The apostles were not wealthy
1 Peter 3:18—For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit
e. Enter: Joseph from Arimathea 
i. Rich
Matthew 27:60—When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 
ii. Prominent member of the Sanhedrin
Mark 15:43a—Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, 
iii. Good and righteous man
Luke 23:50—And a man named Joseph, who was a member of the Council, a good and righteous man
iv. Didn’t condemn Jesus
Luke 23:51—(he had not consented to their plan and action), a man from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God
v. Waiting for the kingdom of God
Mark 15:43b—…who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 
vi. A disciple of Jesus (albeit a secret one); John was critical of those disciples
John 12:42-43—Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.
vii. But he does begin to outwardly confess Christ by asked Pilate to take away the body of Jesus
viii. His request was permitted
B. Joseph takes the body of Jesus away
1. He hurriedly begins to prepare for burial
2. Nicodemus (who we meet in John 3:1-21) assists
3. Such an action (for both men) would have incurred the wrath of the rest of the counsel
C. Nicodemus brings a mixture of myrrh and aloes
1. The weight of the mixture would be the amount typically used for a king, wealthy, or very prominent person
2. Myrrh was a gummy resin, often mixed with aloes
3. It was an aromatic powered made from sandalwood 
4. Jews did not embalm; they used fragrant spices to cover the smell of putrefaction as long as they could
5. Sidebar: if you’re planning to steal the body, why would you add 100 lbs. to it?
D. Additionally, why did they go through so much intentionality at His death if they remembered/believed that He would rise from the dead?
John 2:19—Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
Matthew 16:21—From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 
Mathew 17:23—and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.” And they were deeply grieved.
Matthew 20:19—and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.”
Luke 24:6-7—He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.”
E. Nearby was a garden with a new tomb 
1. Only John gives us this detail
2. It was newly cut out and had not been used
3. It was Joseph’s own tomb
Matthew 27:60a—and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; 
4. Remember it was Sabbath; all work would have ceased.  To have a tomb ready to go and nearby was providential
F. The Jewish day of preparation (Friday) was almost over and the tomb was nearby, so they laid Jesus there
1. They would have sealed the tomb with a large stone in front of the entrance
Matthew 27:60b—… and he rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away. 
2. These guys would have been in a hurry to wrap it up (pun intended) before sundown
3. More so, He needed to be in the ground to fulfill prophecy 
Matthew 12:40—for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
three days and three nights (Quoted from Jonah 1:17). This sort of expression was a common way of underscoring the prophetic significance of a period of time. An expression like “forty days and forty nights” (see note on Matt. 4:2) may in some cases simply refer to a period of time longer than a month. “Three days and three nights” was an emphatic way of saying “three days,” and by Jewish reckoning this would be an apt way of expressing a period of time that includes parts of three days. Thus, if Christ was crucified on a Friday, and his resurrection occurred on the first day of the week, by Hebrew reckoning this would qualify as three days and three nights. All sorts of elaborate schemes have been devised to suggest that Christ might have died on a Wednesday or Thursday, just to accommodate the extreme literal meaning of these words. But the original meaning would not have required that sort of wooden interpretation.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The MacArthur Study Bible] 

4. Jews counted any part of a day as constituting a day 
1 Kings 12:5, 12—Then he said to them, “Depart for three days, then return to me.” So the people departed….Then Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day as the king had directed, saying, “Return to me on the third day.” 
Ester 4:16, 5:1—“Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish.”… Now it came about on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king’s palace in front of the king’s rooms, and the king was sitting on his royal throne in the throne room, opposite the entrance to the palace. 
G. Summary: not inconsistent with His death, all the details were orchestrated by Jesus to accomplish God’s already revealed purpose.  AMAZING!
III. Jesus’ resurrection 
John 20:1-10—Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene *came early to the tomb, while it *was still dark, and *saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she *ran and *came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and *said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also *came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he *saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.
A. The ultimate demonstration of Christ’s power over death was His resurrection
B. This is absolute proof of His divinity
Psalm 16:10—For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
Acts 2:25-28—For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’
Acts 13:35—Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘YOU WILL NOT ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.’
C. It is the first day of the week
1. We now celebrate together on Sunday in light of this truth
Acts 20:7—On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight. 
1 Corinthians 16:2—On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.
2. It became known as “the Lord’s Day”
Revelation 1:10—I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
3. Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb
4. It was still dark
5. Stone is already been taken away
6. She runs to Simon Peter and John saying they’ve taken the body
7. Peter and John went to the tomb running
a. They started running together
b. John won the foot race
8. John stopes outside, looking in, but not entering
9. Peter enters 
10. Jesus is gone
a. The linen wrappings were there
b. But no Jesus
c. Unlike Lazarus who needed help getting out of the grave cloths, not Jesus
John 11:44—The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus *said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
d. His glorified resurrected body passed through the wrappings
John 20:19—So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.”
John 20:26—After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus *came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”
11. The face-cloth on the head was not lying with the linen wrappings but by itself 
a. Seemingly minor detail but a clear indication the tomb was in a neat orderly condition
b. Why is that important? 
c. The tomb was not robbed; Jesus’ body was not stolen
Matthew 28:11-15—Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.
d. If they had taken so much time (and expense) to have the body carefully preserved (including the risk of asking Pilate), why would they later defile it by tearing off the grave cloths? 
D. John enters also, saw, and believed
1. What did he (John) believe? …That Christ had risen
2. The details—the empty tomb, the undisturbed grave cloths, the neatly rolled up facecloth—he believed
3. However, they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead
Psalm 16:10—For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
4. Did Peter believe then?
a. Not clear
Luke 24:12—But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.
b. “Marveling” could mean that he wondered what had happened
c. In any case, they went away again to their own homes
5. The stage is set for the appearance of the resurrected Lord Jesus to clarify that reality
Conclusion
Our glorious Lord Jesus has conquered death.  And because He lives, we too shall live. The overwhelming evidence in so many ways points to an undeniable conclusion.  May we wholeheartedly know, believe, love and be completely transformed by His life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
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