[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
 March 21, 2021
[image: just Faith]
Freed from the Law
Romans 7:1-25
Walking in the light means that I have an open attitude toward my sinfulness.
1 John 1:3—what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
1 John 1:5-10—This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.
John 3:20—For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 
1 John 2:1-2—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 
Romans 6:11-12—Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts
3 reasons the transformative nature of the gospel affects practical holiness
Romans 7:19—For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 
I. Because your salvation is secure, you are free to honor Him

A. Legally, the law has no jurisdiction over you
Romans 7:1—Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 
1. Not that the law is bad; it is not
Psalm 119:97—O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
2. Christ’s work on our behalf fulfills the legal requirements 

B. As believers, we are dead to the law and are married to Christ
Romans 7:2—For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.  
Romans 7:3—So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man.
Galatians 3:24-25—Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
Romans 7:4—Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 
Were made to die’…emphasizes the completeness and finality of death. The verb is also passive, indicating that believers do not die naturally or put themselves to death but have been made to die by the divine act of God in response to faith in His Son. Though it was a result of Old Testament salvation by grace, obedience to the law was never a means of salvation (Romans 3:20). The law has power only to condemn men to death for their sin (Romans 6:23), but no power to redeem them from it. Paul has already pointed out that God’s grace extended by faith in Jesus Christ brings death to and freedom from sin (Romans 6:3-7). He now declares that faith in Him also brings death to the Law and consequently freedom from the law’s penalty.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans 1-8, p. 360] 

What an incredible metaphor—we are married to Christ! To be a Christian is to fall in love with Jesus and to enter into a legal, yet personal, relationship as comprehensive as marriage. When you get married, no part of your life goes unaffected. So though Christians are now not ‘under law,’ they have every aspect of their lives changed by the coming of Jesus Christ. No area is untouched. Being ‘married to Christ’ is the final answer to the question: Can a Christian live as he or she chooses? No, because we are in love with Christ![footnoteRef:2] [2:  Romans 1-7 For You, Tim Keller, p. 157] 

C. As Spirit filled believers, we now have the ability to think and act differently 
Romans 7:6—But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 
The law is still important to the Christian. For the first time, he is able to meet the law’s demands for righteousness (which was God’s desire when He gave it in the first place), because he has a new nature and God’s own Holy Spirit to empower his obedience. And although he is no longer under the law’s bondage or penalty, he is more genuinely eager to live by its godly standards than is the most zealous legalist. With full sincerity and joy, he can say with the psalmist, ‘O how I love Thy law!’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The MacArthur Study Bible] 

II. Because your sin is revealed, we can walk in the light

A. The law explained sin
Romans 7:7—What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 
B. The law took opportunity to encourage sin
Romans 7:8—But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 
Romans 7:9—I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died
How does it do this? The basic answer is that there is a ‘perversity’ about our hearts. ‘Perversity’ is a desire to do something for no other reason than because it is forbidden. It is a joy in wrongdoing for its own sake.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Keller, p. 162] 

C. The law was never the problem; it only revealed a wicked heart
Romans 7:13—Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful. 
III. Because your struggle is addressed, you can purse practical holiness

A. Rightly recognize the power and presence of indwelling sin
Romans 7:15—For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  
Romans 7:19—For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.
B. Joyfully agree with the ongoing work of God in our lives
Romans 7:22—For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man…
C. Genuinely lament the realness of the struggle 
Romans 7:24—Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 
D. Openly rejoice in the victory that is ours through Christ
Romans 7:25—Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.
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