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The Gospel of John: He is Risen!
John 19:31-20:10

Context
The main event of Christianity is the resurrection.  The purpose of God in creating and redeeming His own is to raise them to eternal glory so they can worship Him forever.  We will be in a glorified state where we will worship the One who is worthy for all of eternity.  Not only as glorified spirits but also as gloried bodies.  

Romans 8:30—…and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

This is possible because of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  The resurrection was not only a demonstration of God’s power but it is validation of the offering being made to God. The Father fully accepted the sacrifice of His Son for the forgiveness of sins and then authenticates it by raising Him from the dead.  

Romans 10:9—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved

The finished work of Jesus on the cross fully met the requirement of the Father and atonement for sin.

[bookmark: _GoBack]John 19:30—Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
 
The resurrection of Christ then is the greatest event in human history. It is the cornerstone of the gospel promise.  Because He rose, we too shall rise.

1 Corinthians 15:1-2—Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
  
Christ is glorified
I. His power over the circumstances 

John 19:31-37—Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. 36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED.”

II. Jesus’ burial 

John 19:38-42—After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took away His body. 39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
III. Jesus’ resurrection 
John 20:1-10—Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene *came early to the tomb, while it *was still dark, and *saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she *ran and *came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and *said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also *came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he *saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.

A. The ultimate demonstration of Christ’s power over death was His resurrection
B. This is absolute proof of His divinity
Psalm 16:10—For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
Acts 2:25-28—For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’
Acts 13:35—Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘YOU WILL NOT ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.’

C. It is the first day of the week
1. We now celebrate together on Sunday in light of this truth
Acts 20:7—On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight. 
1 Corinthians 16:2—On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.
2. It became known as “the Lord’s Day”
Revelation 1:10—I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
3. Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb
Luke 23:55-56a—Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and perfumes.
4. It was still dark
5. Stone has already been taken away 
a. First evidence of the resurrection—an empty tomb
b. It wasn’t to let Jesus out; it was to let people in
6. Fearing the worst, she runs to Simon Peter and John saying they’ve taken the body
7. Peter and John went to the tomb running
a. They started running together
b. John won the foot race
8. Understand the context: 
a. They would not have known about the Sanhedrin’s request
b. They would not have known what happened on Saturday with the seal 
c. They would not have known about the posting of the soldiers
d. They would not have known about the earthquake
Matthew 28:1-4—Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.
e. The soldiers fled the tomb
f. So…1) everyone knew the body was there (Roman and Jews) 2) everyone knew He was dead (didn’t break His legs and the spear to verify) 3) they wrap His body 4) they place Him in the grace and roll a stone 5) they seal it 6) they place soldiers to guard it. 7) then, the miraculous events of the resurrection, the angel, and the earthquake.  8) now, the guards are gone 9) stone removed 10) Jesus’ body gone (including the 100 lb. spices) 
9. John stops outside, looking in, but not entering
10. Peter enters 
11. Jesus is gone
a. The linen wrappings were there
b. But no Jesus
c. Unlike Lazarus who needed help getting out of the grave cloths, not Jesus
John 11:4—The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus *said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
d. His glorified resurrected body passed through the wrappings
John 20:19—So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.”
John 20:26—After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus *came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”

12. The face-cloth on the head was not lying with the linen wrappings but by itself 

a. Seemingly minor detail but a clear indication the tomb was in a neat orderly condition
b. Why is that important? 
c. The tomb was not robbed; Jesus’ body was not stolen

Matthew 28:11-15—Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.

i. How do you know that “His disciples came by night and stole Him away” if you’re asleep?  
ii. If a soldier failed in his duties, there was a price to pay
iii. This story was still circulated 60 years after it was first concocted 

d. If they had taken so much time (and expense) to have the body carefully preserved (including the risk of asking Pilate), why would they later defile it by tearing off the grave cloths? 

e. So…1) the tomb is empty 2) the women testify to it 3) the soldiers testify to it 4) Peter and John testify to it 5) the grave cloths testify to it 6) the Sanhedrin testify to it 7) no one denies the empty tomb

D. John enters also; he saw, and believed

1. What did he (John) believe? …That Christ had risen
2. The details—the empty tomb, the undisturbed grave cloths, the neatly rolled up facecloth—he believed
3. However, they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead
Psalm 16:10—For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
4. Did Peter believe then?
a. Not clear
Luke 24:12—But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.
b. “Marveling” could mean that he wondered what had happened
c. In any case, they went away again to their own homes
5. The stage is set for the appearance of the resurrected Lord Jesus to clarify that reality
Conclusion
The facts and proof of the resurrection are undeniable.  Yet in spite of such overwhelming evidence, people still reject.  People still refuse to believe.  Unless God opens their minds and hearts to His purposes and plans, they will never come to the knowledge of the truth.  If God in His mercy has granted to us salvation because we by faith have believed, it is not because of us, it is in spite of us.  
Romans 5:6-9—For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
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