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The Gospel of John:
I AM the Resurrection and the Life, Pt. 4
John 11:45-57
Context
Of the seven major miracles that John writes in his gospel account, the miracle of raising a four-day-old dead man was the culmination.  It is recorded to give the reader (then and now) unmistakable evidence of the authenticity of the claims of Jesus being divine.  John’s gospel is written so that people who read throughout the centuries would come to believe rightly in the person and work of the Lord Jesus.  The Father would be (and will be) gloried through His Son (vv4, 40).

People have rightly believed that claim and will be blessed because of it, but many will not believe because of the stubbornness of their hearts.  John 3:36—He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

Jesus is clear that there is no third alternative by remaining “neutral” toward Him.   

Luke 11:23—He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, scatters.

In this final section of John 11, there are representatives of each of these groups: believers, unbelievers, and indifferent or neutral. 

3 responses to Jesus
I. Believe, v45
[bookmark: _GoBack]John 11:45—Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, believed in Him.
A. They came to Mary 

B. They saw what He had done

C. They believed

1. A simple statement but profoundly necessary

John 1:12—But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name

John 2:11—This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

John 3:16, 18, 36—“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

(John 4:39; 6:29, 35, 40; 7:31, 38-39; 9:35-36; 10:42, et al)

2. The object of their belief

John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 

Acts 4:12—And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

3. Not everyone who says they believe demonstrates true saving faith

John 2:23-25—Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

John 6:66—As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore

John 8:30-31—As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him. 31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 

James 2:19—You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 

4.  How do we know they believe here?

a. The context (vv 49-52)—Christ’s death resulting in salvation for His people; a salvation for a people who believe
b. The miracle was for the Glory of God; God is most glorified when people believe in His Son
c. The religious leaders saw these people as believers
d. There is a contrast between those who believe and those who report to the Pharisees (v 46)
e. The incredible nature of this miracle wasn’t likely to produce shallow faith

II. Unbelief, vv46-54

John 11:46-54— But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done.47 Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, “What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. 48 If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish.” 51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they planned together to kill Him. 54 Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly among the Jews, but went away from there to the country near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there He stayed with the disciples.

A. More division (Cf. vv36-37:7:12, 43; 9:16; 10:19-21)

Luke 12:51—Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division

B. They remain in their unbelief (v46)

1. Contrasted with those who believe (v 45)
2. The leaders were resolved in their hatred of Jesus (7:13)
3. The intent was likely hostility

Luke 16:31—But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”

4. Those who believed would likely stay with Jesus; others would not

C. The chief priests and council 

1. Chief priests—former high priests and members of important priestly families
2. Council—the ruling governing body (Sanhedrin) over civil, criminal and religious matters of Israel

i. Pharisees—devoted to adherence of all the OT and their traditions; strict ultranationalists who hated the yoke of Rome; middle class
ii. Sadducees—believed only in the Pentateuch; compromising political opportunists; wealthy aristocrats. 
iii. Despite their differences, both groups hated Jesus because He posed a threat

D. One question on the table: what are we doing?

1. Implication: Not very much!
2. We’re getting nowhere!

John 12:19—So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him.”

3. They decide to follow their plotting sinister leader (vv49-53)

E.  Jesus’ words and signs were a threat to their place and their nation

1. Place—the temple (Acts 6:13-14; 21:28)
2. Nation—the Jewish people
3. Never denying His miracles, they refused to believe the purpose behind the miracles
4. They were masters at deliberately ignoring the evidence[footnoteRef:1] 
 [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, 483.] 

F. Caiaphas was high priest that year

1. That office was intended to be a life long term
2. It had become heavily politicized with Rome controlling and changing more frequently 
3. He was a Sadducee and High Priest for 18 years
4. You know nothing at all—rude, cut to the chaise; this debate is getting us nowhere

G. Caiaphas offers to alternatives—either Jesus dies or the nation perishes 

1. It was politically expedient to simply give two extreme options
2. It masked his hatred and jealousy of Jesus
3. He would later tear his robe in disgust over Jesus’s “blasphemy” but at the same time delighting that he found a reason to condemn Him (Matthew 26:64-65)

H. The whole nation would perish in 70AD even after crucifying the Son of God

I. Caiaphas did not say this on his own initiative

1. He willingly said what he said
2. He will be fully culpable for it
3. At the same time, God providentially used those words as prophecy
4. The office of High Priest was to be a spokesperson for God
5. His cynical words would have huge theological implications—substitutionary atonement

2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

1 Peter 2:24—and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

J. His prophecy was much broader than the nation of Israel

1. It included those who were scattered abroad—those of the Diaspora (living outside of Palestine)

Acts 2:5—Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven.

Acts 11:19— So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 

2. It included Gentiles as well

John 10:16—I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.  

John 12:32—And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself. 

Isaiah 42:6—I am the LORD, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations. (et al)

K. So from that day on they planned together to kill Him

The later trial would become a mockery and scam as the sentence had already been rendered.

L. Jesus no longer walked publically among the Jews

M. He went to Ephraim with the disciples

1. Likely the OT city of Ephron (2 Chronicles 13:19)
2. About 12 miles from Jerusalem
3. He will make a brief visit to Samaria and Galilee (Luke 17:11-19:28) before heading back to Jerusalem for His passion 



III. Indifference, vv55-57

John 11:55-57—Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 So they were seeking for Jesus, and were saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think; that He will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where He was, he was to report it, so that they might seize Him.

A. Many went up to Jerusalem

1. Passover was one of three major feasts people would annually attend
2. More than a million people
3. Does it seem ironic that while they are purifying themselves, the religious leaders are plotting to kill the spotless Lamb of God?

B. Although the interest is high in Jesus appearing, they are not committing themselves to Him

C. Those seeking him here would soon cry “crucify Him!” (19:15)
 
D. The deception: those who are indifferent are not unlike those hard-hearted unbelievers

The wisdom of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  It does not compare; moreover, it is in direct conflict with God’s purposes.  

1 Corinthians 2:8—the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory

This miracle, along with all of Christ’s life, point us to the truth.  Do you believe? 
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