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The Gospel of John:
The New Birth
John 3:1-10
Context
There is a clear difference between counterfeit faith and saving faith.  There is a broad gate that leads to destruction that many find.  Conversely there is a small and narrow gate that leads to life. (Matthew 7:13-14).   Sadly, many think they are part of the faith and are headed to heaven, when in fact they are not.  To make things worse, many undiscerning Christians reinforce their state.  Many believe that a person’s faith is not to be questioned. 
The Scripture is clear, any profession of faith as a “Christian” that does not manifest fruit is disingenuous (Luke 6:43).  We must have a correct assessment and rightly self-examine our own hearts.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Corinthians 13:5—Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? 
Instead of making it easy for people to believe, Jesus turned away more prospects than He received.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p 98.] 

Matthew 19:23-26—And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who can be saved?” 26 And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Matthew 7:21-23—“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
Luke 9:57-62—As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 59 And He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” 60 But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” 61 Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
These passages (and many more) emphasize the importance of abandoning self and submitting to God.  There is no work or merit I bring to God that affords me salvation.  That truth permeated Jesus’ teaching and preaching. 
3 truths from Jesus’ description of being Born Again
I. The problem 

John 2:23-25—Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

A. Nicodemus comes 

John 3:1-2a—Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2 this man came to Jesus by night…

1. He is a Pharisee
2. He is a ruler of the Jews
3. He is a Rabbi
4. He is THE teacher of Israel, v 10
5. He comes at night
6. He is one of the “believers” in 2:23, but it is not sufficient to save

Nicodemus—a common Greek name meaning victor over the people

B. He is worried

· He is part of an apostate religious system
· He is a hypocrite 
· He doesn’t know God
· Although he would say he loves God, he does not.  He loves himself, power, money, and positions of authority
Philippians 3:4-11—although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Matthew 23:1-13—Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; 3 therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them. 4 They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger. 5 But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their garments. 6 They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men. 8 But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. 11 But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. …
C. Nicodemus’ statement
John 3:2b—…and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

Rabbi—a term of great respect for a teacher

We know—the pronoun “we” harkens back to 2:23 (the “many [who] believed”)

Nicodemus’ statement that Jesus was a teacher from God verified by miraculous signs is a solid place to begin but not saving faith.

II. Jesus’ response

John 3:3—Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Jesus does not acknowledge or comment in the text anything regarding Nicodemus’ statement.  Instead, He goes to the heart of Nicodemus’ concern and the truth that we all need to realize (c.f. John 2:24-25).

Truly, truly—used some 25 times in John’s gospel.  It is correcting a falsehood, generally from an apostate Judaism.  In contrast to what you’ve been taught by the religious establishment, I say to you (truly)…

A. Being born again (regenerated) is the ONLY way to heaven

He cannot see the kingdom of God—there is exclusivity and no wiggle room for alternative ways into the kingdom. 

Born “again” (anothen)—actually means “from above” or born again. Both are correct.  One must be born from above.  It is the act of God by which He imparts eternal life to those who are “dead in…trespasses and sins” (Eph 2:1, 2 Cor 5:17; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3, 23; 1 Jn 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18), thus making them His children (Jn 1:12-13).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 102.] 


Although Jesus could have used many analogies, He uses this one exclusively to make a point.  You contribute nothing to your natural birth; you contribute nothing to your spiritual birth.  

John 1:12-13—But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Regeneration is a divine miracle that happens from heaven.

The kingdom of God—can be understood 4 ways:
1) The universal kingdom (Ps 103:19; cf. 10:16; 29:10; 145:13; 1 Chron 29:11-12, et al.) 

Psalm 93:1-2—The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty;
The LORD has clothed and girded Himself with strength;
Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved. 2 Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting.

2) The mediatorial kingdom—the kingdom of salvation and redemption that He mediates on earth 

3) The millennial kingdom—the 1,000 year reign of Christ at the end of human history

4) The eternal kingdom—the new heaven and new earth

Revelation 21:1-2—Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.

III. The Solution

A. The work of the Holy Spirit

John 3:4-10—Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things?
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