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No Condemnation in Christ
Romans 8:1-17
3 truths available to those who are in Christ
I. There is now no condemnation 
A. The verdict has been rendered
Romans 8:1—Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
condemnation – katakrima - Although it relates to the sentencing for a crime, its primary focus is not so much on the verdict as on the penalty that the verdict demands. As Paul has already declared, the penalty, or condemnation, for sin is death (6:23). Paul here announces the marvelous good news that for Christians there will be no condemnation, neither sentencing nor punishment for the sins that believers have committed or will ever commit.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans, p. 399] 

B. The verdict is based on Christ’s work 
Romans 8:3—For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh… 
Matthew 26:39—And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” 
C. The verdict has significant outcomes 
No sin a believer can commit—past, present, or future—can be held against him, since the penalty was paid by Christ and righteousness was imputed to the believer. And no sin will ever reverse this divine legal decision[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The MacArthur Study Bible] 

II. The Spirit of God now lives within you
A. Now walk in the Spirit


	In the Flesh
	In the Spirit

	• Walks according to the flesh
• Sets their minds on the things of the flesh
• Hostile toward God resulting in death
• Does not subject itself to the law of God
• Does not have the Spirit of Christ
• Does not belong to Christ
• Under obligation to the flesh
• Lives according to the flesh
• You must die
	• Walks according to the Spirit
• Sets their minds on the things of the Spirit
• Is life and peace
• You are not in the flesh but in the Spirit
• The Spirit of God dwells in you
• Christ is in you
• Under obligation to the Spirit
• By the Spirit putting to death the deeds of the body
• You will live


B. Now set your mind on the Spirit
Romans 8:6—For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace
Philippians 2:2—make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.
Whatever preoccupies the mind controls the life.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Romans 8-16 For You Tim Keller, p. 19] 

Colossians 3:1-4—Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
C. In so doing, you will please God
Romans 8:8—and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
Romans 8:11—But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
III. He has adopted you into the family 
A. We are now sons of God
Romans 8:14—For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
I John 3:2—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
Psalm 37:25—I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread. 
B. We have not received a spirit of slavery and fear
Romans 8:15—For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’
Abba is an informal Aramaic term for Father, connoting intimacy, tenderness, dependence, and complete lack of fear or anxiety. Modern English equivalents would be Daddy, or Papa. When Jesus was agonizing in the Garden of Gethsemane as He was about to take upon Himself the sins of the world, He used that name of endearment, praying, ‘Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt’ (Mark 14:36). When we are saved, our old sinful life is completely canceled in God’s eyes, and we have no more reason to fear sin or death, because Christ has conquered those two great enemies on our behalf. In Him we are given a new divine nature and become a true child, with all the attendant blessings, privileges, and inheritance. And until we see our Lord face-to-face, His own Holy Spirit will be a ceaseless witness to the authenticity of our adoption into the family of God.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans, p. 437] 

Hebrews 2:14-15—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
C. We are heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ
Romans 8:17—and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Matthew 25:34—Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’

Galatians 3:29—And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.

Ephesians 1:11—…also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will

Colossians 1:12—… giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.

1 Peter 1:4—…to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you
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