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The Temporal and the Eternal
2 Corinthians 5:1-9
Annual Theme: Build Carefully
1 Corinthians 3:10-15—According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
Context
· Paul writes this letter to struggling Christians at Corinth.
· He is facing death daily.  That was a regular occurrence since his preaching of the gospel, but it seems to have escalated. 
· Hostility, animosity, and persecution has grown from both the Jews (who plotted to take his life) and from the Gentiles (who saw him as a threat to their religious and political stability). 
· As such, he was continually being persecuted.
2 Corinthians 1:8-10—For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; 9indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10 who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us
2 Corinthians 4:7-12— But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you.
2 Corinthians 6:4—but in everything commending ourselves as [a]servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses,
2 Corinthians 7:5— For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within.
2 Corinthians 11:23—Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.
2 Corinthians 12:10—Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
3 reminders of our earthly and heavenly body 
I.   Because the next body will be heavenly 
2 Corinthians 5:1—For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens
A. The contrast between the earthly body and heavenly body
B. The hardships of our earthly body will cease 
John 16:33—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
2 Corinthians 5:4—For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.  
1. No tears, death, mourning, or pain 
Revelation 21:4—and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. 
2. No ongoing struggle with sin 
Romans 7:14—I am of the flesh, sold into bondage of sin. 
Romans 7:17, 20—sin which dwells in me 
Romans 7:21—evil present within me 
Romans 7:24—Wretched man that I am.  Who will set me free from the body of this death? 
Romans 8:23—And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Promise and pledge of authenticity 
2 Corinthians 5:1—building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
II.   Because the next body will be at home with the Lord
A. A Permanent dwelling 
Hebrews 11:8-10—By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
B. An eternal God 
v. 8—at home with the Lord. 
v. 5—Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God... 
Matthew 13:45-46—Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
C. Facing hardship with courage 
v. 6—Therefore, being always of good courage... 
v. 8—we are of good courage... 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18—For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
D. Therefore, our goal today is to please Him 
Colossians 3:1-2—Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  
1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of th flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.  
Philippians 3:20-21—For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 
Matthew 6:19-21—Do not store up for yourself treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
III.  Because regardless of our location, we are to please Him 
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.
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