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Easter, March 31, 2024


The Gospel of John: He is Risen! Pt 2
John 20:11-31
Context
He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  We historically say those words on Easter morning to remind ourselves that we serve a risen Savior.  Christ really did come back from the dead.  And He always lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25). The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is God’s confirmation of His Son’s work on our behalf.  

2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

It was our sin that required Jesus to be delivered over and it was His resurrection that affords us our justification.  

Romans 4:25—He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.

In other words, we now have been declared just by a holy perfect God because He accepts the sacrifice of His Son’s sinless work on our behalf.  He had told the people repeatedly that He would rise from the dead.  And the religious leaders at least knew it because of their actions to secure the tomb.  

John 2:18-22—The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

People who deny the resurrection, in essence call Christ a liar. For believers, if there is no resurrection, that makes our faith and trust in Him meaningless and void.  Paul makes that point to those in the Corinthian church. 
1 Corinthians 15:14, 16-19—and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

A refusal to believe comes from people who are stiff necked and hard hearted to the gospel.  They refuse to humble themselves.  Even if they had been eye witnesses of astounding miracles (in this case witnesses many were, cf. 1 Corinthians 15:16), they will not believe.

Luke 16:31—But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’

John specifically focuses on three persons/groups following the resurrection.  He does so to make specific points.

Appearances of the Resurrected Christ 
He appears to Mary Magdalene 
John 20:11-18—But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she *saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And they *said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She *said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and *saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus *said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she *said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus *said to her, “Mary!” She turned and *said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher). 17 Jesus *said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene *came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her.
The Lord chose to appear first to Mary Magdalene 
Mary was not a prominent figure in the gospel narratives to this point
Jesus extends His love and faithfulness to all believers
Not in a dissimilar way, Jesus first revealed His Messiahship to the woman at the well
Peter and John leave the scene, Mary returned and was standing outside the tomb
After her first visit, seeing that the stone was removed and fearing that someone stole the body, she runs to get Peter and John
She then returns to the grave but has not crossed paths with them, nor is she aware of the angelic message or the undisturbed grave clothes
She is weeping uncontrollably
Her love for the Lord seemed to supersede her faith in the promise of His resurrection
The Lord does not leave her in her sorrow
John 16:20-22—Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy. 21 Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child has been born into the world. 22 Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.
She gets up and looks inside
She sees two angels in white sitting 
She did not recognize them as angels
They had assumed a human form (Mark 16:5; Luke 24:4)
Their question to her: Woman, why are you weeping?
That is a gentle rebuke. Why?
The time for mourning is over
This is the joyous reality of the resurrection
Mary Magdalene: I’m weeping because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.
Her concern was, where is He?
She thought He was still dead
The reason for her return (now that the Sabbath was over) was to finish burial preparations for His body
Mary, that’s not necessary
She turns around and sees Jesus standing there, but doesn’t recognize Him
His appearance was not recognizable to Mary. Why?
What did she last remember of Him days before?
His resurrected body was more glorious than before
Was it because of crying or was she prevented from recognizing Him? (Cf 21:4; Luke 24:16); not clear from the text
Jesus repeats the same question: Woman, why are you weeping? Adding, Whom are you seeking?
She was singularly focused on making sure He had a proper burial
Even if she had to move the body herself
To bring her to the point of recognition, Jesus says one word: Mary!
And in that moment, every ounce of confusion, sorry or doubt is gone
Jesus speaks her name and she understands
He knows my name
She turns and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means teacher)
Rabboni is a strengthened form of “Rabbi” and was used as a title to express great honor and supreme reverence(Mark 10:51)
She fell at His feet and clings to Him
Jesus: Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father
He would be present physically for 40 days before His ascension
He had given instructions to the apostles about the Spirit coming in the upper room, but we’re not sure if she would have known at this point
Jesus: Go to My brethren and say to them, “I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God”
This is the first time that Jesus refers to the disciples as Christ’s brethren. 
Prior it was slaves or friends (15:15)
This is made possible because of the atoning work
Ephesians 1:7—In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace
Romans 8:14-15—For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 
Ephesians 1:5—He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will
Hebrews 2:11—For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren
Excitedly, Mary came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her
They responded to her the same way they responded to the identical news from the other women
Luke 24:11—But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them.

He appeared to ten of the disciples 
John 20:19-23—So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and *said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”
The scene shifts to the evening (Sunday night)
The apostles (less Thomas) were gathered together
Not sure where, possibly the upper room, the scene of the Last Supper
Doors were shut (Greek verb can also mean locked)
They were hiding for fear of the Jews
The authorities had crucified their leader; it would not be unreasonable to think that they would come for them as well
What they got was not the temple police or authorities
Jesus came and stood in their midst
What are locked doors to the Lord of Glory?
He makes His way right through

He says to them: Peace be with you
John 14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 
They needed peace in a big way
They were terrified; not only because of the situation, but because they thought they were seeing a ghost (Luke 24:37)
Sidebar: Connect Jesus’ last words on the cross with His first words to His disciples.  “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30) and “Peace be with you.”  The reason we can have peace with God is because of the finished work of Christ.
To reassure them, Jesus showed them both His hands and His side
Luke 24:39—See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 
The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord
Jesus: as the Father has sent Me, I also send you
Matthew 28:19-20—Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
They had been formally commissioned, and then ceremonially empowered as a pledge of the power they would receive at Pentecost (Acts 2)
Signifying that coming reality, He breathed on them, and said to them, receive the Holy Spirit
Symbolic and prophetic act, not unlike vivid object lessons used by OT prophets to illustrate their messages (Jer 13:1-9; 19:1-11; Ezek 4:1-4)
John 7:39—But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them, if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained
The disciples would have His authority delegated to them 
To be clear, God alone can forgive sins
Mark 2:7—Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?
What Christ was actually saying is that any Christian can declare that those who genuinely repent and believe the gospel will have their sins forgiven by God. Christians can declare that a sinner is forgiven or unforgiven based on how that sinner responds to the gospel of salvation.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 382] 

Conversely, we warn people all the time if they reject the gospel will die in their sins (8:24: Heb 10:26-27)
This isn’t a new message to the disciples
Matthew 16:19—I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.
Bottom line: that which the scripture affirms, Christians can wholeheartedly and dogmatically affirm; that which the scripture does not affirm, in like manner, we can unapologetically denounce.  
He appeared to 11 of the disciples including Thomas 
John 20:24-31—But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus *came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.
Not all of Jesus’ disciples were present the first time He appeared
Thomas was absent
Thomas was also called Didymus (“Twin”)
He is called that for obvious reasons; his twin brother is not mentioned in scripture
The synoptic gospels only mention Thomas as one of the 12
John is the only writer that gives us the details of this story and his character
Thomas was a pessimist
He is first mentioned in John’s account with the raising of Lazarus
11:8,16—The disciples *said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again… 16 Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may die with Him.”
Although a pessimist; he was also courageous
His love and devotion to the Lord was to die with Him rather than to be separated from Him
“Lord, we do not know where You are going how do we know the way?” (14:5) likewise suggests His deep love for Jesus
Where was Thomas the first time the Lord appeared?  
Perhaps melancholy
Perhaps wanting to be alone because His Lord was gone
The other disciples: we have seen the Lord!
Thomas would have none of it
Unless I see and feel, I will not believe
Hence, his nickname “Doubting Thomas” 
Just to be clear, the rest of the disciples had equal unbelief
Mark 16:10-13—She [Mary Magdalene] went and reported to those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they refused to believe it. 12 After that, He appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking along on their way to the country. 13 They went away and reported it to the others, but they did not believe them either.
Luke 24:9-11—and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles. 11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them.
What made Thomas different was not that his doubt was greater, but that his sorrow was greater.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, 385] 

Eight days later, Thomas would be taken up on his offer
Doors shut, Jesus comes and stands in their midst
He immediately  goes to Thomas
Our sympathetic High Priest gently, lovingly, compassionately says, reach here…
Jesus: And do not be unbelieving, but believing.
Hebrews 4:14-15—Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
Jesus meets Thomas at the point of his weakness and doubt, without rebuke because He knew Thomas’s error was connected to his profound love.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid. 385] 

Thomas’ great confession: My Lord and my God
The skeptic, now overcome by irrefutable evidence, does a 180º and makes a great confession
Matthew 16:16—Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus accepts Thomas’ affirmation of His deity
Moreover, He praised him for his faith
Jesus extends the blessing to those who did (do) not see, and yet believed
2 Corinthians 5:7—for we walk by faith, not by sight
1 Peter 1:8-9—and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.
Those of us who will never see the physical evidence of a resurrected Christ receive a greater measure of faith
Blessing here is not simply a condition of “happiness” but also (and more importantly) an acceptance by God 
Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples
John 21:25—And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they *were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself *would not contain the books that *would be written.
What John has written (along with the 3 other gospels) is the word concerning Christ which the Spirit will use to bring about saving faith
Romans 10:17—So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
The other miracles were not necessary to be recorded and documented in Scripture because what is written is sufficient
[bookmark: _GoBack]The miraculous signs recorded by John (as well as the others) are to point to Jesus as the Lord and Christ 
John’s purpose for writing, v31
It is a summary statement
It is seen throughout the gospel account
1:1—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of [l]the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
1:29—The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
11:25—Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 
3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
He gives us the facts concerning Jesus as an eye-witness account so that you will believe what he is telling you
And that by believing you will have life in His name
That is the heart of the Christian mission
To know Him, is to know Life
Conclusion
As followers of the Lord Jesus, we do not deny such irrefutable evidence of a bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus   We believe it with all our being.  It defines us.  It gives us meaning and purpose.  It is our life; He is our life!  Moreover, it is the hope we have of our resurrection from the dead.  Because He lives, we too shall live.
John 14:19—After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.
He is risen; He is risen indeed!  God grant that we believe those words with all our heart and that the evidence of our belief is just as real as the physical presence of Christ.  
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