[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
April 2, 2023 Palm Sunday
[image: just Faith]

The Gospel of John:
The King Arrives
John 12:11-17

Context
Days before the end of Jesus’ life, He makes a “triumphant entry” into Jerusalem at the time of the Passover.  He presents Himself officially to Israel as the Messiah and Son of God.    As a result, the religious leaders move quickly to create a death plot and to definitely remove Him from any further treat to their leadership and authority.  Although their plans were sinister, it is functionally set up by the Lord to work exactly according to the foreordained plan of God.  

John is writing this account to demonstrate the fulfilment of prophecy that Jesus is the Messiah, King, and Son of David.  Zechariah 9:9—Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
John 12:11-17—On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel.” 14 Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written, 15 “FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED ON A DONKEY’S COLT.” 16 These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 17 So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him. 
4 ways in which Jesus is fulfilling prophecy
I. The Timing, v12a

A. The next day 

1. This is now Monday, the day following His evening at Simon’s home in Bethany (12:1-11)
2. The same night Judas is betraying Jesus to the religious leaders (Matthew 26:14-16)
3. The leaders are forced to make different plans on timing

Matthew 26:3-5—Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named Caiaphas; 4 and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him. 5 But they were saying, “Not during the festival, otherwise a riot might occur among the people.”

Luke 22:2—The chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of the people.

4. Jesus operates on the Father’s divinely ordained schedule 

John 10:17-18—For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”

John 19:10-11—So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 

Acts 2:23—this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 

Acts 4:27-28—For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 

Galatians 4:4-5—But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

5. Christ will be the Passover sacrifice; He is the Lamb of God that takes away sins

1 Corinthians 5:7b—…For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.

6. Jesus forces their hand knowing that the “Hosannas!” would infuriate them

Genesis 50:20—As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 

7. There are so many examples when they sought to seize Him 

(Matthew 12:14-15; 8:4; 16:20 John 4:1-3; 7:1; 11:53-54)

8. Jesus shows up exactly on time

Daniel 9:24-26—Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. 25 So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 26 Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. 

a. Prediction from Artaxerxes’ decree of the temple rebuild (445BC) until the coming of the Messiah would be 69 weeks total
b. 69 weeks of years (69x7)=483 Jewish years
c. Putting that prophecy at exactly this time
d. Jesus is the only possible fulfillment of this prophecy

II. The exuberance, vv12b-13

A. The large crowd is gathered
1. People pouring in from outside coming to the feast
2. The large crowd that followed Him from Bethany (Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9)

B. They gather palm braches

1. Not generally associated with Passover, but Tabernacles (Lev23:40)
2. They were generally a symbol of victory and joy (celebration)

C. Began shouting “Hosanna!”

v13b—“Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel.”
1. Hosanna—“help, I pray”; “Save now, I pray”

Psalm 118:25 (NKJ)—Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.

2. The temple choir would have sung the Hallel (Psalms 113-118) each morning during the festivals

Psalm 118:26a—Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

D. Earlier, Jesus dispersed the crowd that wanted to make Him King

John 6:14-15—Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.

E. Here, He accepts their praise—albeit knowing their motive

1. They wanted a military and political deliverer
2. His purpose was far greater—to save 

Matthew 1:21--She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.

F. The leaders become indignant

Matthew 21:15—But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who were shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became indignant 16 and said to Him, “Do You hear what these children are saying?” And Jesus *said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘OUT OF THE MOUTH OF INFANTS AND NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF’?” 

G. Jesus, on His part, was grieved

Luke 19:41-44— When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you [s]when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.”

III. [bookmark: _GoBack]Humbly on a donkey’s colt, vv14-15

A. Jesus sends two disciples to get a young donkey

Matthew 21:1-3—When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.”

B. They return with a donkey and the colt

Matthew 21:6-7—The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats.

C. The disciples place Him on it
Luke 19:35—They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 

D. The crowd is spreading their coats in the road—a token of homage to royalty (2 Kings 9:13; John 12:13; Luke 19:38)

E. Prophetic reference
1. Fear not—Is 40:9
2. Daughter of Zion is a reference to Jerusalem (2 Kings 19:21; Is 10:32; Zech 9:9)
3. King coming on a donkey—humility and Prince of Peace (Zach 9:9; Matthew 21:5).  Although this symbolism was lost on the crowd  

F. He will come again on a white (war) horse

Revelation 19:11—And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 

IV. The disciples don’t get it (yet), v16

A. What do they fail to understand? 

1. That the promised Messiah would initially come to save His people through His death
2. Then He would return a second time as the conquering King

B. They still didn’t understand even after the resurrection

Acts 1:6—So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 

C. It required the Holy Spirit’s coming (after Jesus was glorified) 

John 7:39—But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

Jesus comes meek and lowly.  Instead of defeating His enemies by force, He conquered them by dying.  Although He was despised and rejected at His first coming (Is 53:3), He will one day return as King of kings and Lord of lords (Phil 2).[footnoteRef:1] They question then becomes: are you ready?   [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21 p18.] 

2 Corinthians 6:2— for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION”
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