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Friend Request – the Art of Real Friendships
Joining in the Celebration[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

3 principles to help us develop gospel-centered friendships
I. Celebrate the Position You Enjoy in Christ
1:27 - Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ
1:27 - …striving together for the faith of the gospel…
A. What it is – v. 1
1. You have been, and continue to be, encouraged in Christ
Encouragement – paraklesis
coming alongside someone in their time of need and providing whatever assistance is necessary 
Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
2. You have been consoled by His love
paramuthion – speaking closely with someone, giving comfort and solace
1 John 3:1 - See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. 
3. You have fellowship with the Spirit
koinonia – partnership and mutual sharing
4. You have been treated with affection and compassion
Isaiah 42:3 - A bruised reed He will not break and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish…
B. Where it leads – v. 2
1. Be of the same mind
2. Maintain the same love
3. Be united in the Spirit
4. Be intent on one purpose
Ephesians 4:3 - being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
II. Develop a Mindset of Humility Toward Your Friends
A. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit
Philippians 1:21 - For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
B. Humbly regard others as being more important than yourself
C. Choose to focus on the needs of your friends
Philippians 2:4 - do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
[bookmark: _GoBack]III. Rejoice in the Opportunities this Process Gives You to Become More Like Your Savior
A. All of this starts in the way you choose to think
Philippians 2:5 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
B. Being like Christ means emptying ourselves
Philippians 2:7 - but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
C. The focus of this kind of life is the cross of Jesus Christ
Philippians 2:8 - And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
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