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The Gospel of John:
Up from the Grave He Arose
John 20:1-10
Context
The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is the central point of our redemption. The ultimate demonstration of Christ’s power (demonstrating His deity) over death was His resurrection.  We live, because He lives.  God’s purpose and our existence, it to be a people that will glorify Him for all of eternity.  That is possible because of the redemptive plan of our gracious God—and central to that plan is the resurrection of His Son for our salvation.  We would have no hope without the resurrection. 

Romans 10:9-10—…that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 

The resurrection is the most significant expression of the power of God on behalf of believers.  Without it, our faith is in vain.  

1 Corinthians 15:12-14—Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.
John 20:1-10—Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.
3 evidences of the resurrection
I. The empty tomb
A. The first day of the week 

1. This is Sunday (It has become the meeting day to remember the resurrection)

Acts 20:7—On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight. 

1 Corinthians 16:2—On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 

2. The Lord’s Day

Revelation 1:10—I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet…

3. Women came early to the tomb

Matthew 28:1—Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.

Mark 16:1—When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him.

Luke 24:1, 10—But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. … 10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles. 
a. These women were at the foot of the cross on Friday
b. They were there when Joseph and Nicodemus were burying the body

Luke 32:55—Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid. 

4. Mary Magdalene got there first while it was still dark

John 20:1—…came early to the tomb, while it was still dark…

Mark 16:2a—Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.

Luke 24:1—But on the first day of the week, at early dawn…

Matthew 28:1—Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.  

5. The stone was already taken away from the tomb

a. She did not know how or why
b. She likely feared the worst—body stolen, grave robbers
c. They were coming to move the stone (although not sure how) to put more anointing on the body

Mark 16:1-4—When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 3 They were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 Looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely large.
6. The stone wasn’t rolled away to let Jesus out; it was rolled away to let the witness in

John 20:19—So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

7. Mary M. runs to get Peter and John

a. “They have taken away the Lord…” Who are “they”?
b. Why ask that question if they were (as will be said) that they planned to steal the body?
c. She does not expect a resurrection—neither do the rest

8. The preparation of the Romans on Saturday (unknown to the disciples)

a. Sanhedrin got roman guards to secure the tomb
b. Roman seal to prevent a “fake” resurrection

Matthew 27:62-66—Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’ 64 Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how.” 66 And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone.




II. The testimony of the angels

A. Mary M was not there initially when the angels tell them about the resurrection 
Matthew 28:5-7—The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. 6 He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7 Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.”
Mark 16:5-7— Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed. 6 And he *said to them, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.’”
Luke 24:4-7—While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; 5 and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the dead? 6 He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” 
B. She later will be alone to see the angels as well as met the risen Lord 

John 20:11-18—But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she *saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And they *said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She *said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and *saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus *said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and *said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher). 17 Jesus *said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene *came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her.

III. [bookmark: _GoBack]The testimony of eye witnesses

A. Peter and John take off running

1. John gets there first (vv4, 8) and looks in but doesn’t enter

a. Fear?
b. Unknown of what happened to the body?

2. Peter goes in straight away

B. Linen wrappings lying there

1. Jesus’ glorified body simply passes through the wrappings
2. Face cloth rolled up separately
3. Why were things in such an orderly array?

a. Likely to offset the notion that His body was stolen by robbers
b. If robbers were taking the body anyhow, why unwrap it?
c. If the disciples stole it, why would they dishonor the body by removing the cloth as well as the spices? 

Matthew 28:11-15— Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.
 
C. John then enters and believes in the resurrection

1. Although neither Peter nor John understood that He must rise again at this point

Psalm 16:10—For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.

2. Not sure if Peter believed

Luke 24:12—But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling [wondering] at what had happened. *[marveling could also be translated wondering].

3. They head home

Summary
Putting this together, we have:
1) a tomb that’s empty
2) Angels that give clarity to what just happened and why Jesus isn’t there
3) Witness that testify to an empty tomb: women (socked and terrified), soldiers, Peter and John, grave cloths, Sanhedrin (with their made up deception)—NO ONE DENIES THE EMPTY TOMB
Luke 24:13-26—And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them. 16 But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?” 19 And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. 22 But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” 25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
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