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From Suffering to Glory
Romans 8:18-30
3 principles that help us frame suffering well
I. Suffering will not last forever
Romans 3:26—for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Romans 7:15—For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 
Romans 7:19—For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 
Romans 7:24—Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 
A. A future glorified state will last forever
Romans 8:18—For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
1 John 3:2-3—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
2 Corinthians 4:16-17—Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison…
B. The creation eagerly awaits with anxious longing 
Romans 8:19-21—For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
Genesis 3:17-19—Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants of the field; By the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
C. Framing suffering in light of eternity should change our thinking 
Romans 8:18—For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
1 Peter 1:6-7—In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ
II. Suffering has a cause
Groan—the utterances of a person who is caught in a dreadful situation and has no immediate prospect of deliverance[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans 1-8, p. 457] 

A. Creation groans
Romans 8:22—For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 
B. We groan
Romans 8:23—And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 
C. The Holy Spirit groans
Romans 8:26—In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words
D. God delivers the solution to our groaning
Romans 3:23-26—…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
III. Suffering has a purpose
A. God causes all things to work together for good
Romans 8:28—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good…
Genesis 50:20—As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 
B. That purpose applies to only certain people
Romans 8:28—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
C. The intentional outcome of the good
Romans 8:29—For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren…
D. God’s purpose culminates in complete Christ likeness in a glorified state 
Romans 8:30—…and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 
Predestinedcalledjustifiedglorified
E. From start to finish, salvation is a work of God
Philippians 1:6—For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
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